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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 


PRELIMINARY  NOTE. 

The  Annual  Report  for  1929  has  been  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  contained  in 
Circular  939  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  relates  to  the 
year  under  review  only. 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  not  quite  as  satisfactory  as 
those  for  last  year,  due,  chiefly,  to  the  widespread  out¬ 
break  of  influenza  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  to 
the  occurrence  of  whooping  cough  in  certain  centres  of 
population.  However,  the  birth  rate  remains  higher  and 
the  death  rate  lower  in  Staffordshire,  than  that  for 
England  and  W ales  as  a  whole. 

During  the  year  the  administrative  county  again  lost 
territory:  519  acres  with  a  population  of  269  has  been 
absorbed  by  Dudley  C.B. 

I  have  again  included  in  this  year’s  report,  extracts 
from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health,  relating  to  water  supply,  sewage  disposal  and 
housing,  in  their  areas.  These  indicate  to  what  extent 
work  has  been  undertaken  and  what  further  work  is  re¬ 
quired  under  the  various  sections,  but  that  on  Housing 
in  particular  shows  how  much  more  is  necessary  to  meet 
the  housing  demands  in  every  area,  and  therefore  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  full  advantage  will  be  taken  of  the  powers 
given  to  Local  Authorities  by  the  new  Housing  Act. 

In  the  remainder  of  the  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
work  of  the  County  Laboratory  continues  to  grow  as 
indeed  has  that  of  all  sections  of  the  Department,  and 
that  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  has  been 
further  extended,  particularly  in  the  arrangements  for 
ante-natal  care  and  the  appointment  of  lecturers  on 
mothercraft. 
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Summary  of  Statistics. 

1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  Administrative  County  ...  ...  (acres)  689,374 

Population  (for  Death  Rate) .  (1929)  709,900 

Population  (for  Birth  Rate)  .  (1929)  711,600 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1929  ...  £2,459,599 

Estimated  net  product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  £9,134 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 

Total  M.  F. 

Births  (Legitimate)  ...  12,676  6,485  6  191  1  ,  10 

(Illegitimate)  ...  449  231  218  f  Birth-rate  ...  18.4 

Total  M.  F 

Stillbirths  (Legitimate)  .  528  291  237  ) 

(Illegitimate)  .  22  11  Ilf  Bate  ...  0.77 

Total  M.  F. 

Deaths  .  9,106  4,813  4,293  Death-rate  12.8 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  From  Sepsis  ...  '  ...  17 

consequence  of,  childbirth  ...  From  other  causes  ...  42 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births: — 

Legitimate  78;  Illegitimate  104;  Total  79. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  68 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 156 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  .  91 
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Area  and  Population. 
Area  and  Population. 


I  have  again  to  record  an  alteration  both  in  the  area 
and  population  of  the  administrative  county.  On  April 
1st,  1929,  a  portion  of  the  Coseley  Urban  District  and  the 
Parish  of  Dudley  Castle  Hill,  containing  519  acres  with  a 
population  of  269  was  absorbed  by  the  County  Borough 
of  Dudley 


The  populations  of  the  various  districts  used  in  cal¬ 
culating  the  birth  and  death  rates  have  again  been 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  Those  of  the  Coseley 
Urban  District  have  been  slightly  affected  by  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  Dudley  C.B.  and  for  the  same  reason  the  Dudley 
Castle  Hill  parish  has  ceased  to  be  in  this  county.  The 
necessary  adjustments  of  birth  and  death  rates  are  shown 
in  the  general  mortality  tables  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
The  births  and  deaths  are  inclusive  of  those  registered 
before  the  transfer  took  place. 


With  the  exception  of  one  district,  viz.,  Lichfield  Rural 
where  there  is  a  large  Barracks,  a  single  population  is 
shown  and  this  is  applicable  to  both  births  and  deaths. 


The  Registrar  General  supplies  a  “  standardising 
factor  ”  for  correcting  death  rates  in  districts  with  a 
population  of  over  10,000.  The  rates  produced  by  this 
method  are  strictly  comparable,  the  factor  being  based 
on  the  age  and  sex  of  the  population  as  indicated  at  the 
last  census.  The  standardised  death  rates  in  those  areas 
in  which  this  method  can  be  applied  are  shown  in  the 
Tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 


The  estimates  of  population  as  at  the  30th  June,  1920, 
which  are  now  provided,  have  been  based  on  the  adjusted 
1921  figures,  after  allowance  for  varying  rates  of  natural 
increase  as  evidenced  by  the  births  and  deaths  in  each 
area  and  of  migration  as  indicated  from  other  sources  of 
information,  such  as  the  changes  in  the  numbers  on  the 
parliamentary  register  and  the  migration  returns  obtained 
by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
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Area  and  Population — Births. 

In  the  following-  table,  the  census  population  of  the 
Administrative  County  for  1921,  and  the  estimated  pop 
ulation  to  the  middle  of  1929,  are  set  forth 


Census,  1921 

Estimated 

.population 
as  at  middle  of 
1929. 

Urban 

492,333 

499,750 

Rural .... 

218,032 

*  210,200 

Total 

f  710,865 

709,950 

*  The  estimated  population  for  the  birth-rate  in  the  rural 
districts  is  211,900. 


t  The  Census  population  of  the  Administrative  County  as 
now  constituted  is  less  than  this  figure  by  about  48,969,  owing  to 
the  absorption  of  certain  districts  in  the  extended  County 
Borough  of  Stoke-on-Trent  referred  to  in  my  Annual  Report 
for  1922,  the  extension  of  Wolverhampton  County  Borough, 
1927,  the  extension  of  West  Bromwich  County  Borough,  Birm¬ 
ingham  City,  and  Sutton  Coldfield  Borough,  1928,  and  the 
extension  of  Dudley  County  Borough. 


Births. 

The  births  registered  in  the  Administrative  County 
numbered  13,125,  compared  with  13,742  the  previous  year, 
the  number  in  the  urban  districts  being  9,444  and  in  the 
rural  districts  3,681  compared  with  9,883  and  3859 
respectively. 

Stillbirths.  There  were  550  stillbirths  registered 
during  the  year  of  which  384  were  in  urban  and  166  in 
rural  districts.  The  stillbirth  rate  per  thousand  of  the 
population  is  0.77  for  urban  and  0.78  for  rural  districts, 
the  rate  for  the  county  being  0.77.  During  the  same 
period  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.68  and  for 
the  large  towns  in  England  0.69. 

The  mean  birth-rates  in  the  whole  Administrative 
County  and  in  the  urban  and  rural  districts  respectively 
for  eight  quinquennial  periods  and  for  1929  are  shown  in 
the  following  table,  in  which  corresponding  rates  in 
England  and  Wales  are  included. 
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Births — Deaths. 


Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  Population. 


DISTRICTS. 

5  yrs. 
1889- 
1893. 

5  vrs. 
1894- 
1898. 

5  yrs. 
1899- 
1903. 

5  yrs. 
1904- 
1908. 

5  vrs. 
1909- 
1913. 

5  yrs. 
1914- 
1918. 

5  yrs. 
1919- 
1923. 

5  yrs. 
1924- 
1928. 

1929. 

<D 

2 

w 

Combined 

Urban  and  Rural  .. 

33.6 

33.2 

32.5 

30.3 

27.8 

24.0 

24.1 

20.2 

18.4 

"O  , 

o 

St! 

Urban  . 

35.5 

34.7 

33.6 

31.5 

29.2 

25.0 

25.0 

20.7 

18.9 

ce 

-u 

02 

Rural  . 

30.2 

30.5 

30.2 

27.0 

24.4 

21.6 

22.0 

19.0 

17.4 

England  and  Wales 

30.8 

29.7 

28.7 

26.9 

24.5 

20.4 

21.3 

17.8 

16.3 

Large  Towns  in  England 

31.5 

30.7 

29.7 

27.8 

25.2 

*20.9 

22.0 

18.2 

16.6 

*  4  years. 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Administrative  County 
amounted  to  9,106,  the  number  in  the  urban  districts 
being  6,565  and  in  the  rural  districts  2,541. 

In  the  following  table  comparative  rates  for  eight 
quinquennial  periods  and  for  1929  are  given,  together 
with  corresponding  figures  for  the  country  as  a  whole, 
and  for  large  and  small  towns  throughout  England  : — 


Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  Population. 


DISTRICTS. 

5  yrs. 
1889- 
1893. 

5  yrs. 
1894- 
1898. 

5  yrs. 
1899- 
1903. 

5  yrs. 
1904- 
1908. 

5  yrs. 
1909- 
1913. 

5  yrs. 

1914- 

1918. 

5  yrs. 
1919- 
1923. 

5  yre, 
1924- 
1928. 

1929. 

g  s  Combined 
u  t  Urban  and  Rural 

Sfi  I 

18.1 

16.9 

16.1 

14.6 

14.1 

15.0 

12.3 

11.4 

12. S 

V  < 

o  )  U  rban 

5fcj  / 

18.9 

17.5 

16.6 

15.! 

14.7 

15.5 

12.6 

11.5 

13.1 

Gj  f 

£  v  Rural . 

16.8 

15.7 

15.1 

13.4 

12.7 

13.8 

11.6 

11.2 

12.1 

England  and  Wales 

19  1 

17.4 

10.9 

15.3 

13.9 

15.2 

12.5 

12.0 

13.4 

Large  Towns  .  . 

21.0 

19.0 

18-2 

15.8 

14.3 

15.5 

12.6 

12.0 

13.7 

Smaller  Towns.  . 

17.6 

15.9 

15.7 

14.9 

13.6 

14.1 

11.5 

11.0 

12.3 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  this 
year  is  12.8,  whilst  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole  is 
13.4.  On  referring  to  the  Table  for  previous  years,  it 
will  be  noted  that  except  during  the  quinquennial  period, 
1909  to  1913,  the  death  rate  in  this  county  has  been 
slightly  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  during 
the  last  40  years. 


Deaths . 
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In  the  following  Table  I  have  shown  the  chief  causes 
of  death  for  the  last  seven  years,  the  number  given  for 
1929  being  approximately  73.3  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths : — 


Table  Showing  Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


*Zymotic  Diseases 
Influenza 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Heart  Disease 

Arterio-sclerosis 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 


1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

540 

271 

604 

337 

386 

242 

376 

166 

427 

325 

185 

532 

116 

570 

497 

497 

530 

497 

465 

423 

492 

172 

154 

143 

139 

156 

99 

100 

716 

639 

790 

785 

803 

851 

899 

485 

487 

542 

464 

465 

430 

462 

900 

968 

1053 

1054 

1047 

1239 

1448 

194 

205 

238 

229 

315 

365 

359 

644 

687 

648 

544 

650 

395 

622 

706 

788 

809 

660 

865 

563 

933 

482 

551 

521 

496 

453 

428 

420 

t 


•  Enteric  Fever.  Measles,  Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Oough,  Diphtheria 
and  D  iarrhoea. 


The  chief  cause  of  death  in  1929,  as  in  the  previous 
year  shown  in  the  table,  is  heart  disease,  which  this  year 
accounted  for  1,448  deaths/the  largest  number  registered 
in  recent  years.  Compared  with  last  year  there  have 
been  more  deaths  from  influenza,  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia,  due  in  large  part,  to  the  severe  weather  in 
the  early  months  of  the  year.  The  numbers  given  in 
the  table  of  other  chief  causes  of  death  have  shown  little 
variation  for  many  years,  but  unfortunately  the  numbers 
of  those  dying  from  cancer  appear  to  be  increasing  from 
year  to  year.  Tuberculosis,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not 
show  the  same  tendency  to  increase,  particularly  non- 
respiratorv  forms  of  this  disease. 


The  following  table  has  been  prepared  covering  the 
last  10  years  in  which  the  percentage  of  deaths  under 
45  years  of  age,  is  worked  out  in  relation  to  the  total 
deaths  at  all  ages,  and  in  the  table  the  sexes  are  divided. 
It  will  be  observed  that  as  the  years  go  on,  the  tendency 
is  for  the  percentage  of  deaths  under  45  to  be  reduced  in 
both  sexes,  though  this  is  more  marked  in  females. 
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Deaths — Water  Supplies. 


Deaths  under  45  years  of  age — Male  and  Female- — 
shewing  percentage  of  total  deaths  (all  ages). 


MALE 

FEMALE 

YEAR 

Deaths 

Deaths 

°/0  of 

Deaths 

Deaths 

°/0  of 

all  ages 

under  45 

Total 

all  ages 

under  45 

Total 

1920 

4626 

2295 

49.61 

4084 

1935 

47.38 

1921 

4545 

2120 

46.64 

3985 

1759 

44.14 

1922 

4534 

1943 

42.85 

4191 

1793 

42.78 

1923 

4197 

1816 

43.27 

3788 

1556 

41.08 

1924 

4332 

1795 

41.43 

3906 

1520 

38  91 

1925 

4556 

1919 

42.12 

4161 

1724 

41.43 

1926 

4148 

1658 

39.97 

3808 

1441 

37.84 

1927 

4458 

1766 

39.61 

4082 

1564 

38.31 

1928 

3965 

1449 

36.54 

3563 

1180 

33.12 

1929 

4813 

1827 

37.96 

4293 

1453 

33.84 

Water  Supplies. 

In  the  following  paragraphs  will  be  found  an  account 
of  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  by  various  Local 
Authorities  to  improve  the  water  supply  of  their  areas  as 
shown  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  together  with  comments  made  by  the  Medical 
Officers  where  improvements  in  the  water  supply  are 
urgently  needed. 

Audley  U.D. — “  An  extension  of  the  main  was  carried 
600  yards  to  a  large  farm  which  had  previously  been 
supplied  by  a  well.” 

Biddulph  U.D. — “  The  most  important  event  in 
Biddulph  during  1929,  from  the  Health  and  amenity 
point  of  view,  was  the  opening  of  the  pumping  station  at 
Elm  Hurst,  by  which  our  new  supply  was  connected  up 
with  the  existing  system.  We  have  in  the  past  been  in 
the  habit  of  referring  to  the  Elm  Hurst  water  as  an 
“  additional  supply,”  but  as  it  is  in  itself  capable  of 
supplying  the  needs  of  10,000  people,  it  has  become  our 
main  supply.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  getting  this 
service  when  we  did.  The  springs  generally  in  Biddulph 
had  begun  to  diminish  markedly  early  in  February, 
doubtless  as  a  result  of  the  intense  and  prolonged  frost. 


Water  Supplies. 
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As  a  rule  this  does  not  occur  until  towards  the  end  of 
March.  With  the  dry  summer  following,  the  outlook 
became  serious  and  remained  so  for  a  time.  To  be  really 
safe  we  need  much  larger  water  storage  accommodation, 
as  we  are  dependent  on  one  pump ;  and  even  then  it 
would  be  better  to  have  a  second  pump  installed.  1  tic 
reservoirs  are  in  view  :  perhaps  the  pump  may  have  to 
wait  for  better  times.” 

With  regard  to  this  question  it  is  stated  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  another  part  of  the  Report : — 

“  Schemes  have  been  prepared  which  have  received 
the  approval  of  the  Council  and  the  provisional  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  Ministry,  providing  for  the  construction  of 
a  new  concrete  reservoir  at  Biddulph  Park,  designed  to 
hold  1,000,000  gallons,  and  a  new  concrete  reservoir  at 
Biddulph  Moor  designed  to  hold  200,000  gallons. 

I 

“  The  whole  question  is  now  under  discussion  with 
the  departments  concerned,  the  Council  being  anxious 
to  obtain  the  maximum  financial  assistance  that  it  is 
possible  to  get  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the  proposed 
works  at  the  smallest  possible  cost  to  the  district. 

“  It  is  confidently  expected  that  during  the  year  1930 
these  works  will  be  commenced — and  possibly  completed 
— and  when  this  is  done  the  district  will  have  a  most 
efficient  and  economical  system  of  water  supply.” 

Cannock  U.D. — “  The  district  is  supplied  by  the 
South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company  and  the 
great  majority  of  houses  have  now  an  indoor  supply. 

“  During  the  year  supply  to  19  houses  was  improved. 
It  is  hoped  to  get  houses  at  Cannock  Wood  which  depend 
on  wells  connected  with  the  public  supply  when  the  new 
reservoir  is  finished.” 

Kidsgrove  U.D. — “  The  area  has  two  sources  of 
water  supply.  The  Kidsgrove  Ward  is  supplied  by  the 
Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Board.  The  water  is  of 
good  quality  and  the  supply  is  fully  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year. 
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Water  Supplies. 


“The  Newchapel  Ward. — During  the  year,  the  water 
supply  in  the  Newchapel  Ward  has  been  augmented  by 
connecting  up  to  the  mains  of  the  Biddulph  U.D.C.,  and 
obtaining  water  in  bulk  from  that  authority.  The  water 
from  this  source  supplies  Long  Lane,  Stadmoreslow, 
Newchapel  and  Whitehill.  The  remaining  parts  of  the 
Ward  continue  to  be  supplied  from  the  Council’s  own 
water  works  at  Mow  Cop.  This  water  is  obtained  from 
wells  100  feet  deep,  and  is  pumped  into  an  open  service 
reservoir  high  up  on  Mow  Cop.  The  water  supply  in 
this  Ward  is  now  entirely  satisfactory,  a  constant  supply 
being  maintained.” 

Lichfield  City.— “  The  number  of  houses  served 
direct  from  the  works  of  the  Conduit  Lands  Trust  is 
1,774.  Indirect  from  standpipes  328,  and  from  private 
wells  25. 

.  S  ,  •  i  '  , 

' 

“  Some  houses  in  outlying  parts  are  supplied  by  the 
South  Staffordshire  Water  Works,  and  a  few  by  wells 
on  the  premises. 

“  No  cases  of  metal  contamination  have  occurred. 

“Water  supply  still  under  consideration,  meanwhile 
the  water  has  been  chlorinated. 

“  All  possible  connections  between  the  water  system 
and  the  drains  have  been  cut  off.” 

In  July,  1930  it  was  decided  to  obtain  water  in  bulk 
from  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  in 
place  of  the  existing  public  supply. 

Quarry  Bank  U.D. — “  Details,  including  analyses, 
were  given  in  the  1928  report,  and  there  is  no  material 
change.  Attention  is  still  being  given  to  the  Mearce 
Coppice  problem,  and  a  solution  of  it  seems  to  be  at  hand. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  public  water 
supply — 

South  Staffordshire  Stourbridge 
Water  Company  Water  Board 

Total  connections  on 

Dec.  31st,  1929.  1,759  15 


W  ater  Slip  plies. 
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Rowley  Regis  U.D. — “  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  J. 
Dixon,  Engineer-in-Chief  of  the  South  Staffordshire 
Water  Works  Company,  for  the  following  short  report 
on  the  water  supply  of  this  area. 

“  £  The  supply  has  been  continuous  throughout  the 
past  year,  and  the  high  quality  and  purity  of  the  water 
have  been  maintained.  A  considerable  amount  of  main 
laying  has  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  housing 
development  and  for  the  general  improvement  of  the 
supply  in  that  area. 

‘  A  typical  analysis  was  supplied  and  shows  that  the 
water  is  most  satisfactory  ’ 

Rugeley  U.D. — “The  Council  have  now  come  to  an 
agreement  with  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  and 
in  future  the  water  will  be  supplied  by  them.” 

Sedgley  U.D. — “  With  the  exception  ,of  about  50 
houses  in  the  Goldthorn  Hill  area,  supplied  with  water 
from  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  mains,  the  whole 
of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  bv  the  South 
Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company.  The  water  is 
drawn  from  areas  outside  the  district;  the  supply  is 
constant  and  of  good  quality.  507  yards  of  new  din. 
main  have  been  laid  during  the  year,  and  16  houses 
connected  with  it.  In  addition  to  the  above,  238  yards 
of  bin.  main  and  279  yards  of  4in.  main  were  laid  in  your 
area  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Under¬ 
taking,  and  three  new  houses  were  connected  thereto.” 

Uttoxeter  U.D. — “  The  town’s  water  supply 
continues  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.  In  addition  to  the 
village  of  Rocester  in  the  Uttoxeter  Rural  District,  the 
village  of  Doveridge  is  about  to  take  a  supply  from  the 
Urban  Council’s  main  at  Doveridge,  which  conveys  the 
bulk  supply  from  the  springs  at  Somersal.” 

Willenhael  U.D. — “  The  water  supply  to  this 
district  is  supplied  from  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
mains.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory,  but  several 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  various 
parts  of  the  town  owing  to  the  presence  of  vegetable 
matter  or  small  insects,  and  the  mains  were  flushed  and 
the  attention  of  the  engineer  drawn  to  these  matters.” 
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Water  Supplies. 


Cannock  R.D. — The  proposed  extension  of  the 
Water  Main  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  to 
supply  houses  in  Shaw  Lane,  Bushbury,  has  not  yet 
been  laid. 


“  The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  have 
extended  their  mains  to  Calf  Heath  and  good  progress 
is  being  made  with  the  connections  to  the  houses. 


■ .  * 

“Tanks  have  been  fixed  at  Wheaton  Aston  and  Gailey 
Schools,  and  the  water  is  being  chlorinated  with  tabloids 
obtained  from  Messrs.  Burroughs  and  W elcome,  and  this 
work  is  supervised  by  the  Head  Teacher  at  each  School. 

“  The  well  at  Stretton  Schools  has  been  cleaned  out 
and  the  drains  re-laid,  but  although  the  water  has 
improved  it  is  still  a  doubtful  water,  and  the  question 
of  chlorination  is  being  considered,  failing  a  public  supply. 

“  Efforts  are  being  made  to  try  and  get  the  water 
mains  extended  to  outlying  portions  of  the  Parish  of 
Penkridge,  but  the  heavy  cost  of  laying  the  mains  a  long 
distance  to  supply  scattered  houses  or  groups  of  houses 
is  proving  a  great  difficulty. 

“  The  area  as  a  whole  is  well  supplied  with  water  by 
the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  and  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation,  and  only  the  sparsely 
populated  portions,  with  the  exception  of  Wheaton  Aston, 
which  cannot  be  classified  as  such,  are  not  served  with 
a  public  supply.” 

Cheadle  R.D. — “  With  the  exception  of  Hollington, 
Freehay,  Boundary  and  part  of  Draycott  practically  the 
whole  of  the  district  is  well  supplied  with  good  and 
wholesome  drinking  water. 

“  Cheddleton  Water  Works. — This  supply  gave  every 
satisfaction.  The  amount  of  water  pumped  during  July 
was  4,154,000  gallons,  which  is  approximately  500,000  in 
excess  of  the  average  amount  for  a  similar  period.  The 
following  extensions  have  been  made — Cheddleton  Heath 
1J  miles,  Folly  Lane  400  yds.,  Armshead  200  yds., 
Felthouse  Common  500  yds. 


Water  Supplies. 
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“  Tean  Water  Works.— This  supply  was  very  satis¬ 
factory.  The  following  extensions  have  been  made — 
Checkley  1,200  yards,  Tean  900  yards. 

“  Kingsley  Supply. — This  supply  was  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demand,  but  the  storage  capacity  at  Kingsley  is, 
in  my  opinion,  insufficient.  The  supply  main  from  the 
Shirley  Intake  is  liable  to  fracture  from  small  landslides 
which  occasionally  take  place  in  the  Shirley  Valley.  The 
Whiston  supply  only  is  insufficient  for  supplying 
Kingsley. 

u  Alton  Supply. — The  Ganderwell  springs  at  Ramsor 
maintained  the  supply  fairly  well.  The  following 
extensions  have  been  made — Battlesteads  200  yards. 

“  Regarding  the  quality  of  the  water  no  data  is  avail¬ 
able,  and  I  suggest  that  all  public  supplies  fie  analysed 
periodically.” 

Richfield  R.D. 

Armitage,  Brereton  and  Longdon. — It  has  been 
decided  to  obtain  a  supply  in  bulk  from  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  for  these  parishes. 

Leek  R.D. — Although  there  are  no  comments  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on 
the  water  supply  of  this  district,  complaints  have  been 
received  at  the  County  Public  Health  Department  of 
shortage.  Inspections  have  been  made  and  communi¬ 
cations  have  passed  between  the  County  Council  and  the 
Leek  Rural  District  on  the  subject,  and  the  supply  to 
one  area  was  under  special  consideration  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Mayfield  R.D. — “  The  only  available  supply  at 
Calton  and  the  hilly  parts  of  the  district  is  stored  rain 
water.” 

The  possibility  of  the  provision  of  a  more  adequate 
supply  is  now  being  investigated. 

Seisdon  R.D. — “  The  Iverley  district  of  Kinver  was 
supplied  with  tap  water  obtained  from  the  Birmingham 
Elan  Aqueduct. 
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Water  Supplies — Rivers  Pollution  Prevention. 


“  Main  extensions  to  Pigeon  House  and  Stapenhill 
Farms,  Kinver,  and  at  Flalfpenny  Green,  Bobbington, 
were  carried  out. 

“  Tap  water  was  also  supplied  to  Chapel  Cottages, 
Prestwood,  and  Perton  Cottages,  Wrottesley.” 

Stone  R.D. 

“  Eccle shall. — It  is  now  about  20  years  ago  since  I 
first  reported  to  you  on  this  water  supply.  Recent  reports 
from  the  County  Analyst — which  are  attached  to  my 
written  report — show  that  the  water  is  still  polluted  and 
unfit  for  human  use.  In  my  opinion  a  proper  supply 
should  be  provided  as  soon  as  possible. 

“  Acton.- — The  water  supply  remains  unsatisfactory.” 

Tutbury  R.D. — “  The  water  supply  throughout  the 
district  is  satisfactory  in  quality. 

“  In  quantity  the  supply  in  dry  weather  is  deficient 
in  parts  of  the  parish  of  Hanbury.” 

Rivers  Pollution  Prevention. 

A  Hydrographical  Survey  of  the  River  Trent  was 
instituted  by  the  Standing  Committee  on  River 
Pollution  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
in  1923,  and  has  been  continued  yearly  since  that  date. 

In  the  accompanying  Table  the  percentage  of  oxygen 
saturation  in  the  streams  at  certain  fixed  points  is  shown. 
The  extent  of  the  pollution  can  be  judged  when  it  is 
remembered  that  a  percentage  saturation  of  oxygen 
below  65  means  that  the  stream  is  too  polluted  to  support 
fish  life.  On  reference  to  the  Table  it  will  be  noticed 
that  the  heavy  pollution  of  the  streams  that  is  now  taking 
place  in  the  industrial  areas  is  observed  for  a  considerable 
distance  down  stream.  Unfortunately,  as  the  streams  in 
the  industrial  areas  are  so  small,  the  degree  of  purifica¬ 
tion  of  effluents  before  discharge  into  them  has  to  be 
much  greater  than  if  they  found  their  way  into  a  large 
river  and,  consequently,  the  expense  is  correspondingly 
greater.  In  last  year’s  Report  a  summary  of  the  work 
undertaken  by  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities  during 
the  year  was  given,  and  this  year  similar  details  are 
included  in  the  succeeding  paragraphs. 


Rivers  Pollution  Prevention. 
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RIVER  TRENT. 


Percentage  of  Oxygen  Saturation. 


Location. 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

July 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Sept. 

July. 

-p 

a 

in 

E 

s-s 

&4 

!  rJ1 

j>> 

D 

*“3 

4-^ 

a, 

QJ 

02 

75 

4-2 

a 

<D 

02 

73 

if 

<D 

02 

River  Trent  at  Strong- 
ford  Bridge  . 

38 

28 

33 

29 

47 

25 

35 

41 

45 

53.5 

40.5 

6.5 

30.0 

16.5 

6.0 

River  Trent  at  Darlaston 
above  Stone  . 

48 

52 

50 

29 

49 

29 

30 

21 

29 

41 

34.5 

17.0 

1 4.C 

26.0 

19.0 

River  Trent  at  Aston, 
below  Stone  . 

31 

47 

50 

34 

43 

37 

30 

24 

29 

44.5 

43 

29.5 

50.5 

16.5 

25.0 

River  Trent  at  Great 
Haywood  Mill,  before 
receiving  River  Sow  .. 

43 

52 

42 

37 

47 

38 

12 

21 

40 

33.5 

50 

14.0 

41.5 

13.5 

31.5 

River  Trent  at  Great 
Haywood  Mill,  below 
Weir . 

•  •  • 

65 

57 

60 

61 

48 

33 

40 

43 

48 

60 

46.5 

51.0 

49.5 

56.5 

River  Sow  at  G.N.  Rail¬ 
way  Bridge  . 

44 

80 

73 

58 

71 

66 

71 

40 

57 

52 

68.5 

63.0 

59.5 

79 

62 

River  Sow  at  Brick 
Bridge  . 

63 

107 

93 

59 

73 

102 

89 

33 

75 

36 

07.5 

88.5 

67.5 

66 

52 

River  Penk  at  Radford  . 

49 

78 

65 

60 

66 

115 

86 

56 

82 

26.5 

34.5 

66.5 

64.0 

91 

73 

River  Sow  at  St.  Thomas’ 

44 

88 

74 

53 

69 

69 

56 

22 

65 

40 

52.5 

57.5 

32.5 

44 

42 

River  Trent  at  Weet- 
man’s  Bridge,  near 
Little  Haywood 

49 

68 

53 

43 

50 

38 

44 

27 

34 

27.5 

51 

35.0 

48.0 

38.5 

29 . 5 

River  Trent  at  High 
Bridge  below  Rugeley 
Sewage  Works 

64 

74 

69 

61 

52 

53 

46 

31 

48 

35.5 

51 

45.5 

42.0 

36.5 

29.0 

River  Trent  at  Wychnor 
Bridge  above  confluence 
with  River  Tame 

60 

89 

71 

81 

85 

99 

81 

70 

70 

62 

78.5 

80.5 

80.5 

62 

59.0 

River  Tame  at  Walsall 
Road  Bridge. Perry  Ban- 
before  entering  Bir¬ 
mingham  . 

28 

44 

48 

32 

37 

13 

11 

21 

39 

37 

31.5 

19.0 

26.0 

25.5 

42.5 

River  Tame  at  Chetwynd 
Bridge  above  confluence 
with  River  Trent 

50 

64 

70 

60 

45 

44 

46 

37 

46 

45 

53 

39.0 

47.5 

39 

36.5 

River  Trent  at  Walton 
Bridge  below  junction 
with  River  Tame 

•  •  • 

65 

72 

74 

56 

42 

39 

45 

53 

56.5 

67 

56.5 

57.5 

47 

15.5 

River  Trent  at  Burton 
Bridge  (North  Bound¬ 
ary  of  Burton-on-Trent) 

58 

70 

67 

73 

65 

77 

57 

51 

62 

46.5 

71.5 

66.5 

56.5 

48 

52 . 5 

River  Dove  at  Monks’ 
Bridge  above  confluence 
with  River  Trent  ... 

69 

106 

99 

103 

84 

100 

103 

83 

100 

87.5 

88.5 

104 

105 

84 

78.5 

River  Trent  at  Willing- 
ton  Bridge  below  con¬ 
fluence  with  River 
Dove  . 

•  »« 

93 

74 

82 

77 

82 

72 

58 

63 

62 

78.fJ 

88.5 

73.5 

76 

62 

Sept. 
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Rivers  Pollution  Prevention. 


In  the  following  paragraphs  will  be  found  an  account 
of  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  by  the  various 
Local  Authorities  to  improve  the  means  for  the  disposal 
of  sewage  in  their  areas,  as  shown  in  the  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  together  with  comments 
where  improvements  are  urgently  needed. 


RIVER  MERSEY  WATERSHED. 

Audley  U.D. — “  Beyond  the  preparation  of  an 
amended  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  villages  of  the 
Audley  side  of  the  District,  and  for  a  disposal  works 
near  Town  House  Farm,  there  is  no  change  to  record.” 

Biddulph  U.D. — “  The  Council  have  made  application 
to  the  Unemployment  Grants  Committee  for  a  grant 
towards  the  cost  of  completing  an  additional  bacteria  bed, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  be  carried  out  in  the 
near  future.” 

RIVER  TRENT  WATERSHED. 

Leek  U.D. — The  pollution  of  the  River  Churnet  by 
sewage  and  trade  waste  still  continues  but  the  District 
Surveyor  is  preparing  a  scheme  for  an  entirely  new  works 
lower  down  the  river  to  deal  Avith  the  sewage  from  the 
north  and  south  outfalls,  together  with  the  trade  waste 
from  the  “  twin  sewer.” 

Cheadle  R.D. — “  Some  great  improvements  m 
drainage  and  sewage  disposal  are  being  carried  out. 

“  At  Cheadle  an  entirely  new  system  with  mains  and 
outfall  sewer  and  disposal  works  is  under  construction. 

Forsbrook  and  Blythe  Bridge. — This  district  has  also 
a  new  system  of  sewerage  and  disposal  works  under 
construction. 

W  erring  ton. — A  new  sewerage  and  disposal  works 
for  this  area  has  had  the  approAral  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

“  Kingsley. — Several  extensions  of  sewers  in  this 
Adllage  have  been  authorised,  and  a  new  length  of  300 
yards  7in.  stoneware  pipe  sewer  has  been  laid. 
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“  Cheddleton. — Wetley  Rocks:  A  scheme  is  in  hand 
for  the  sewerage  of  this  village;  and  at  Cheddleton  several 
small  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  are 
contemplated. 

“Alton. — Tythe  Barn:  A  length  of  approximately 
200  yards  of  7in.  sewer,  and  a  small  septic  tank  have  been 
constructed.  Battlesteads:  The  septic  tank  disposal 
system  at  this  hamlet  has  been  reconstructed. 

Weston  Coyney. — Owing  to  the  development  of 
this  part  of  the  district  it  was  found  necessary  to  extend 
the  sewer  for  a  distance  of  approximately  245  yards,  and 
further  extensions  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future.” 

Wolstanton  U.D. — No  change  has  taken  place  at 
the  works  and  conditions  remain  as  stated  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1928.  I  understand,  however,  that  negotia¬ 
tions  are  taking  place  with  the  City  of  Stoke-on-Trent 
to  treat  the  sewage  from  this  area  at  the  new  disposal 
works  in  course  of  construction  at  Strongford. 

Newcastle  M.B. — No  change  has  taken  place  at  the 
works  and  conditions  remain  as  stated  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1928.  I  understand,  however,  that  negotia¬ 
tions  are  taking  place  with  the  City  of  Stoke-on-Trent 
to  treat  the  sewage  from  this  area  at  the  new  disposal 
works  in  course  of  construction  at  Strongford. 

City  of  Stoke-on-Trent. — Good  progress  is  being 
made  with  the  construction  of  the  works  at  Strongford 
in  substitution  of  those  existing  at  Stoke  and  Fenton. 

The  construction  of  the  Eastern  Valley  Trunk  Sewer 
is  in  progress. 

Stone  R.D. — “  Barlaston  and  Walton.- — Both  these 
villages  are  in  need  of  proper  sewage  schemes.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  the  Council  have  schemes  under  consideration 
for  these  villages.” 

Stafford  M.B. — “The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
which  are  constructed  on  the  Activated  Sludge  Principle 
(Diffused  Air),  are  now  in  full  operation  dealing  with 
the  whole  of  the  sewage  from  the  town.” 
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Stafford  R.D. — In  addition  to  the  areas  mentioned 
in  my  Annual  Report  for  1928,  as  being  connected  to  the 
Stafford  Corporation’s  sewer,  I  quote  the  following  from 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report: — 

“  Further  sewer  extensions  are  being  considered  in 
Creswell  and  Castle  Church  Parishes.” 

Rugeley  I'.i). — An  engineer  has  been  engaged  to 
advise  the  District  Council  as  to  the  best  means  to  be 
adopted  to  deal  with  the  sewage  of  this  area.  The  matter 
is  complicated  by  the  trade  waste  from  the  tanneries  but 
it  is  hoped  that  this  difficulty  can  be  solved. 

Uttoxeter  R.D. — Abbotts  Bromley. —  “  Abbotts 
Bromley  has  a  good  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  works,  which  are  on  the  septic  tank  and  broad 
irrigation  principle. 

“  Since  the  recent  purchase  of  the  Manor  Farm  by 
the  Council  for  sewage  disposal  purposes,  great  improv- 
ment  has  been  effected  in  the  general  management  of  the 
Farm  and  in  the  treatment  and  disposal  of  the  sewage. 
All  sewage  carriers  and  ditches  on  some  30  acres  of  land 
were  opened  and  cleaned  out  during  the  year. 

Rocester. — “  The  Village  of  Rocester  has  a  good 
system  of  'sewerage,  but  the  disposal  works  are  in¬ 
adequate.” 

Wolverhampton  County  Borough. — The  second 
unit  of  the  bio-aeration  plant  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s 
Annual  Report  has  been  completed.  The  Corporation 
have  adopted  the  report  of  the  engineering  expert  called 
in  by  them  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  sanctioned 
a  loan  for  the  permanent  works  on  the  lines  of  the 
experimental  percolating  filters. 

Cannock  U.D. — A  conference  has  been  held  between 
the  Councils  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  with  the 
view  to  the  adoption  of  a  joint  scheme  for  dealing  with 
the  sewage  draining  to  the  existing  works  at  Cannock 
and  the  Cheslyn  Hay  outfall  of  the  Rural  District. 
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Cannock  R.D. 

Essington. — “  The  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Works  at 
Essington  East  were  completed  about  September. 

“  Notices  were  served  for  entire  re-construction  of  the 
drains  and  the  abolition  of  the  privy  middens  at  131 
houses. 

“  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  new  drains  had  been  laid 
and  connected  to  the  sewers  at  89  houses,  and  the  privy 
middens  had  also  been  abolished  and  replaced  by  water 
closets  with  flushing  cisterns. 

“  Estimates  have  also  been  given  and  accepted  for  39 
of  the  remaining  premises  to  be  re-drained. 

“  The  disposal  of  the  drainage  at  the  premises  in  the 
Broad  Lane  and  Newtown  areas  was  most  insanitary,  and 
the  re-construction  of  the  drains  and  provision  of  water 
closets  is  a  sanitary  improvement  which  has  been  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  occupiers.” 

Penkridge. — A  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  sewer¬ 
age  and  sewage  disposal  of  Penkridge  has  been  prepared. 
The  scheme  will  be  a  costly  one,  the  levels  necessitating 
pumping. 

Coven. — “  A  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  the  hamlet 
of  Coven  is  being  considered.” 

Cheslyn  Hay. — A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was 
held  during  the  year  to  consider  an  application  for  a  loan 
to  extend  the  Cheslyn  Hay  sewage  disposal  works,  but 
the  scheme  has  been  held  up  as  the  result  of  a  suggestion 
that  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Cannock  should  be 
approached  with  the  view  of  adopting  a  joint  scheme. 

Lichfield  R.D. — The  Surveyor  states  in  the  Medical 
Officer’s  Annual  Report  as  follows : — 

Whittington. — A  continuation  of  the  investigations 
made  last  year  has  been  carried  out.  All  foul  drain 
connections  to  the  storm  water  sewer  have  been  dis¬ 
connected  and  properly  connected  to  the  foul  water  sewer, 
and  as  a  result  of  this,  together  with  the  proper  working 
of  the  pumping  plant  and  evenly  distributing  the  flow 
of  sewage  over  the  filter  beds  throughout  the  day,  a 
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satisfactory  result  is  now  being  obtained  in  the  quality 
of  the  effluent,  and  the  brook  into  which  the  effluent  is 
discharged  is  also  maintained  in  a  cleaner  condition. 


“  Streethay. — Reasonable  results  are  still  being  obtain¬ 
ed  at  these  works,  but  the  sprinkler  jets  have  had  to  be 
renewed  again,  and  on  two  occasions  the  main  outfall 
sewer  has  been  broken  in  by  traffic  in  the  last  field  near 
the  works  and  has  had  to  be  repaired.  These  works  are 
not  by  any  means  ideal  and  if  any  appreciable  develop¬ 
ment  occurred  in  Streethay  additional  filtration  plant 
would  have  to  be  provided  as  the  filters  are  not  really 
large  enough  for  the  present  flow  of  sewage,  and  recourse 
has  had  to  be  made  to  land  treatment  of  the  sewage 
effluent  on  several  occasions  when  the  filters  had  become 
flooded. 

“  Wat  ling  Street. — Still  continues  to  work  satisfactor¬ 
ily  and  produces  a  stable  effluent. 

“  Chasetown,  Chase  Terrace,  Burntwood  and 
Hammerwich. — The  disposal  works  at  Chasetown  have 
been  enlarged  and  are  practically  completed.  The  main 
outfall  sewer  in  Gas  Works  Lane  has  been  re-laid  and 
new  sewers  have  been  laid  in  Highfields  Road  and 
Paviors  Row  (Hammerwich  Parish)  linking  up  to  these 
works,  and  as  soon  as  the  disposal  works  are  put  into 
use  the  houses  will  be  connected  up.  The  disposal  works 
at  Chase  Terrace  will  shortly  be  superseded,  when  the 
disposal  works  at  Peters  Lane,  Burntwood  are  ready  to 
be  put  into  use.  The  connecting  sewer  from  Chase 
Terrace  to  Burntwood  Green  has  been  laid  and  every¬ 
thing  is  ready  for  connecting  up  Chase  Terrace  to  Peters 
Lane  and  can  be  done  in  two  or  three  days.  Stockhay 
Lane,  Burntwood,  has  been  sewered  and  connected  to 
the  main  outfall  sewer  from  Hammerwich  which  has  also 
been  laid  together  with  subsidiary  sewers  in  Hammerwich 
village  as  far  as  Church  Lane.  These  are  all  connected 
to  the  main  outfall  sewer  at  Burntwood,  and  here  again 
as  soon  as  the  disposal  works  are  ready  for  use  at  Peters 
Lane  all  the  houses  in  Hammerwich  can  be  connected.  It 
is  anticipated  that  the  Chasetown  works  will  be  put  into 
use  by  the  first  week  in  June,  and  the  works  at  Peters 
Lane,  Burntwood,  by  the  second  week  in  July. 
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“  Triangle. — A  start  has  been  made  on  the  pump 
chamber  and  rising  main  for  lifting  sewage  from  Triangle 
into  the  sewer  in  Highhelds  Road  and  thence  to  the 
disposal  works  at  Chasetown,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
these  pumps  will  be  started  by  the  time  Chasetown  works 
are  put  into  use,  namely,  the  first  week  in  June.  The 
existing  works  at  Triangle  will  then  be  superseded 
entirely. 

“  Armitage. — The  sewage  disposal  works  at  the  North 
outfall  have  been  improved  by  the  addition  of  a  humus 
tank  which  is  now  working  efficiently,  and  the  effluent 
from  these  works  is  generally  stable  and  satisfactory.  At 
the  same  time  it  should  be  noted  that  these  works  are 
working  at  full  capacity  and  should  not  be  called  upon 
to  take  any  further  quantities  of  sewage  in  the  future. 
The  outfall  into  the  tank  near  the  Old  Road  at  Armitage 
still  requires  constant  supervision,  and  it  is  evident  that 
when  the  Public  Water  Supply  is  obtained  for  Armitage 
proper  provision  for  sewage  disposal  will  have  to  be  made 
at  this  outfall.  Such  provision  will  also  have  to  include 
for  the  sewage  from  Handsacre  where  some  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  the  past  year  at  the  present 
sewer  outfall  opposite  Armitage  Station  where  damage 
is  being  done  to  a  field,  and  complaint  being  raised  by 
the  tenant  of  the  field  because  of  the  ponding  which 
occurs  on  the  ground  and  the  consequent  damage  to  the 
grass.  The  disposal  works  for  the  Handsacre  Council 
houses  continue  to  work  satisfactorily. 

“  Brereton. — The  Hazel  Slade  works  continue  to  work 
very  efficiently,  and  samples  of  the  effluent  produced  are 
given  a  satisfactory  report  by  the  analyst. 

“  At  Brereton  village  the  same  condition  obtains  as 
in  my  last  report,  and  the  Council  will  be  called  upon 
to  consider  a  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  Brereton 
in  the  near  future. 

“  At  Brindley  village  the  disposal  works  are  working 
fairly  satisfactorily,  but  alterations  have  had  to  be  made 
in  the  dosing  chamber  to  the  first  set  of  filters,  as  this 
chamber  in  its  original  state  was  very  much  too  large  for 
the  present  flow  of  sewage  at  these  works.  It  was 
originally  designed  for  a  large  camp  and  now  that  the 
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population  of  Brindley  village  is  so  small  the  flow  of 
sewage  is  not  sufficient  to  fill  up  the  dosing  chamber  as 
quickly  as  is  necessary  to  work  the  automatic  doser,  and 
therefore  I  have  filled  up  part  of  the  dosing  chamber  with 
temporary  filling,  and  the  doser  is  now  working  satis¬ 
factorily. 

“  Alrewas. — The  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  this  village  was  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  tenders  for  the  three  contracts  were 
obtained  and  considered  by  the  Council  in  December. 
Owing  to  the  cost  of  the  work  the  Council  decided  to 
defer  the  commencement  of  this  scheme  until  it  was 
ascertained  what  grant  the  County  Council  would  be 
prepared  to  make  towards  the  cost  of  the  work,  and  the 
scheme  is  in  that  position  now  awaiting  the  decision  of 
the  County  Council.  The  sewage  from  Alrewas  is  still 
being  passed  into  the  river  Tame  untreated,  and  there  is 
urgent  need  that  the  scheme  for  sewage  disposal  at 
Alrewas  should  be  carried  out  as  quickly  as  possible. 
The  sewers  also  are  in  a  very  bad  condition. 

“  Little  Aston  and  Streetly. — A  scheme  of  sewer 
extension,  additions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Forge  Lane,  Little  Aston,  and  the  provision  of  new 
sewers  and  a  pumping  station  at  Shenstone  Wood  End 
was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  who  directed 
that  a  Public  Inquiry  should  be  held  on  April  8th  at 
Little  Aston.  The  inquiry  has  been  held  and  the  decision 
of  the  Ministry  is  now  awaited.  The  works  at  Forge 
Lane  are  now  overloaded  and  the  extensions  as  set  out  in 
the  scheme  mentioned  herein  are  required  if  the  effluent 
produced  is  to  be  maintained  to  a  satisfactory  standard. 
Numerous  connections  to  the  existing  sewers  at  Streetly 
have  been  made  during  the  past  year. 

“  Stonnall  and  Lynn.- — A  scheme  for  linking  up  these 
two  places  and  provide  new  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Lynn  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  during  the  past 
year,  and  application  has  been  made  to  the  Unemploy¬ 
ment  Grants  Committee  for  a  grant  towards  the  cost  of 
these  works.  The  Ministry  of  Health  Inspector  held  an 
informal  Inquiry  into  these  works  after  the  official 
Inquiry  on  April  8th,  at  Little  Aston,  and  the  decision 
of  the  Unemployment  Grants  Committee  respecting  a 
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grant  is  now  awaited,  and  providing  a  favourable  decision 
is  given  it  is  anticipated  that  the  works  will  be  put  in 
hand  fairly  soon.  These  works  will  then  supersede  the 
existing  land  treatment  works,  which  are  very  unsatis¬ 
factory,  and  especially  at  Stonnall  where  difficulties  have 
been  experienced  during  the  year  in  treating  the  tank 
effluent.  The  sewers  also  at  both  these  places  require 
renewing  and  this  is  provided  for  in  the  approved 
scheme.” 


RIVER  TAME. 

Oldbury  U.D.  (Worcestershire). — In  my  Annual 
Report  for  1928  reference  was  made  to  a  projected  laying 
of  a  trunk  sewer  from  Oldbury  to  connect  to  the 
Birmingham  Tame  and  Rea  Board’s  works  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  sewage  of  the  town.  After  protracted  negoti¬ 
ations  between  the  Authorities  concerned  the  scheme  was 
finally  abandoned. 


During  the  year  one  of  the  old  contact  beds  was 
emptied,  the  media  washed,  graded,  and  together  with 
new  media,  replaced  after  alteration  converting  the  old 
bed  into  a  circular  filter  90ft.  in  diameter  and  6ft.  deep, 
with  two  small  distributors  30ft.  in  diameter  in  two 
corners.  This  filter  has  been  in  use  about  six  months 
and  deals  with  100,000  galls,  of  sewage  per  day,  the 
dosage  being  70  galls,  per  cube  yard  per  24  hours. 


A  second  bed  is  being  emptied  and  the  media  similarly 
treated,  but  owing  to  the  irregularity  in  shape  there  will 
be  one  circular  distributor  99ft.  bin.  in  diameter  fitted, 
and  four  distributors  30ft.  in  diameter  each  (five  in  all) 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  these  will  be  working  about  the 
middle  of  June,  1930. 


When  this  is  completed  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
whole  of  the  tank  effluent  will  be  treated.  This  will 
abate  the  serious  pollution  referred  to  in  my  Annual 
Report  of  last  year,  at  which  time  only  about  50  per  cent, 
received  full  treatment,  the  remainder  passing  directly 
into  the  River  after  tank  treatment  only. 
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Brownhills  U.D. — “  The  following  are  a  few 
comments  by  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Surveyor,  on  the  Sewer¬ 
age,  Sewage  Disposal,  and  Scavenging: — 

“No  new  Sewerage  work  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  past  year. 

“  Two  new  Bacteria  Beds  have  been  constructed  at 
the  Sewage  Farm,  Walsall  Wood,  and  these  are  now 
well  advanced.” 


Walsall  R.D. — The  sewage  disposal  works  situated 
at  Goscote  serving  Rushall  and  Pelsall  are,  owing  to 
housing  developments,  seriously  overloaded,  and  the 
Surveyor  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the 
extension  or  re-modelling  of  them.  In  this  connection 
I  may  mention  that  the  Surveyor  to  the  Walsall  C.B.  has 
been  in  consultation  with  the  Surveyor  of  the  Walsall 
Rural  District  with  a  view  to  having  a  joint  disposal 
works  for  the  two  above-named  districts  and  Little 
Bloxwich. 

“  A  short  length  of  sewer  at  rear  of  houses  in  Bloomer 
Street,  Heath  End,  Rushall,  has  been  constructed  during 
the  year. 

“  Schemes  for  the  sewering  of  the  following  areas  are 
under  consideration : — 

(a) . — Allens  Lane,  Pelsall: 

(b) . — Chester  Road,  Foley  Road  and  Wood  Lane, 
Streetly,  approx.  2,617  yards  9in.  sewer,  and  approx.  138 
yards,  12in.  sewer. 

(c) . — Birmingham  Road,  Great  Barr,  from  Bell  Inn 
to  near  Beacon  Inn.” 


Coseley  LT.D. — The  main  sewer  in  the  Northern  area 
of  this  district  has  been  completed  and  connected  to  the 
sewer  of  the  Bilston  Urban  District.  During  the  year 
conversions  of  privies  for  121  houses  were  carried  out  and. 
connected  to  the  new  sewers,  and  in  addition  1,294  were 
converted  and  connected  to  the  Southern  outfall  works 
at  Fox  Yards. 
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Sedgley  U.D. — The  disposal  works  at  Sedgdey  and 
Upper  Gornal  which  are  situated  in  the  Tame  Watershed, 
and  the  works  at  Lower  Gornal  in  the  Stour  Watershed, 
continue  to  be  kept  in  an  efficient  condition. 

During  the  year  237  privies  were  converted  and  73 
additional  water  closets  provided,  thus  310  houses  have 
been  connected  to  the  works,  of  which  52  were  to  the 
works  at  Upper  Gornal. 

During  the  year  47  yards  of  sewer  have  been  laid  in 
Monument  Lane  and  21  houses  connected,  the  drainage 
from  which  will  be  disposed  of  in  the  Coseley  Urban 
District. 

20  yards  of  sewer  were  laid  in  Dudley  Road  to  enable 
a  house  to  be  connected,  while  the  Goldthorne  Park 
Estate  Company  in  making  new  roads  for  its  develop¬ 
ment,  have  laid  the  gas  and  water  mains,  and  1,689  yards 
of  sewer  which  can  readily  be  connected  to  the  proposed 
new  Council  sewer  when  sanction  is  obtained  to  lay  it 
and  construct  a  disposal  works. 

Dudley  C.B.  (Worcestershire). — A  modern  sewage 
disposal  works  consisting  of  tanks,  filters,  humus  tanks, 
and  sludge  digestion  tanks  are  in  course  of  construction, 
and  when  completed,  the  serious  polluion  of  the  Adden 
Brook,  a  tributary  of  the  Tame,  will  be  abated. 

Short  Heath  U.D. — “  An  additional  filter  is  to  be 
added  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  New  Invention 
during  the  forthcoming  year.” 

Bilston  U.D. — “  The  improvements  and  develop¬ 
ments  reported  last  year  are  now  in  full  working  order 
and  the  resultant  effluent  is  of  a  very  high  quality.” 


Wednesfield  U.D. — At  the  end  of  the  year  consider¬ 
able  progress  had  been  made  in  the  provision  of  an 
entirely  new  works  on  the  site  of  the  old  farm.  Excellent 
progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  sewering  of  the 
previously  unsewered  area.  When  this  work  has  been 
completed  the  serious  pollution  will  be  abated. 
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West  Bromwich  Borough.—  '  As  mentioned  in  the 
report  last  year  the  serious  pollution  of  the  River  Tame 
is  still  occurring  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  effluent 
from  the  sewerage  farm. 

“  The  trunk  sewer  scheme  having  been  abandoned, 
it  is  essential  that  a  comprehensive  scheme  should  be 
prepared  and  put  in  hand  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.” 

Tamworth  Urban  and  Rural  (Joint) — These  works 
are  obviously  overloaded,  and  this  has  been  the  subject  of 
correspondence  between  the  County  Council  and  the 
Joint  Board  with  the  result  that  an  Engineering  Expert 
has  been  called  in  to  advise.  During  the  year,  as  the 
first  step,  two  recorders  have  been  installed,  one  to  gauge 
the  flow  from  the  pumping  station  and  the  other  from  the 
new  gravitating  outfall  from  Wigginton  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  the  extensions  necessary. 


RIVER  SEVERN  WATERSHED. 

Seisdon  R.D. — “  On  the  Codsall  Sewerage  Scheme  a 
Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  and  the  Council 
intend  to  proceed  with  the  Scheme  as  soon  as  possible, 
if  a  grant  is  forthcoming,  and  also  with  a  Scheme  for 
Lower  Penn,  which  has  been  approved  of  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

“  The  Council  have  made  some  small  extensions  to 
the  Kinver  Sewerage  Scheme.  In  Wombourn  the  build¬ 
ing  activity  renders  the  advisability  of  a  Sewerage 
Scheme  more  urgent  than  ever.  In  Upper  Penn  the  new 
Building  Estates  at  Goldthorn  Hill  and  off  Mount  Road 
were  connected  to  the  Council  sewers.” 

Tettenhall  U.D. — “  The  work  in  connection  with 
the  new  sewerage  scheme  was  commenced  early  in 
August  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  work 
was  completed : — 

4,000  yards  of  21in.  outfall  sewer. 

700  yards  of  15in.  cast  iron  pipes  in  inverted  syphon. 

600  yards  of  12in.  stoneware  sewer. 

850  yards  of  9in.  stoneware  sewer,  and 

600  yards  of  lOin.  cast  iron  pumping  main. 


Rivers  Pollution  Prevention . 
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“  The  work  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  whole  of  the  works  including  pumping 
station  and  sedimentation  tanks  will  be  completed  before 
the  end  of  September,  1930.” 

Quarry  Bank  U.D. — “  The  present  sewers  in  Evers 
Street,  Brook  Street,  and  Stour  Hill  are  in  a  very 
defective  condition,  and  the  effluent  is  discharged  into 
the  River  Stour  without  any  preliminary  treatment. 
During  the  year,  however,  a  loan  has  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  for  new  sewers  in  these  streets 
which  will  discharge  into  the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main 
Sewerage  Board’s  main  sewer  for  subsequent  treatment 
by  them.  A  contract  for  the  work  has  been  accepted  by 
the  Council,  and  will  be  commenced  immediately. 

“  Plans  have  also  been  prepared  for  a  new  sewer  in 
Coppice  Lane,  and  these  are  being  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  their  approval. 

“  For  the  first  few  weeks  in  the  year,  the  Mousesweet 
Brook  continued  to  be  polluted  by  the  effluent  from  the 
Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Sewerage  Board’s  storm  water 
overflow.  Since  the  Sewerage  Board’s  new  storm  water 
sewer  has  been  functioning,  the  nuisance  has  entirely 
disappeared,  and  the  stream  is  now  much  cleaner. 

“  The  pollution  from  this  Council’s  sewer  that 
discharges  into  the  River  Stour,  will  as  stated  above, 
cease  as  soon  as  the  new  sewer  is  completed.” 

Kingswinford  R.D.— During  the  year  the  Ministry 
of  Health  was  asked  to  sanction  a  loan  of  £2,300  for  the 
purchase  of  an  additional  40  acres  of  land  adjoining  the 
existing  sewage  farm. 


UPPER  STOUR  VALLEY  MAIN  SEWAGE 

BOARD. 

The  comprehensive  scheme  mentioned  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1928  has  been  completed.  As  a  result  the 
storm-water  overflows  on  the  Board’s  system  which  have 
been  operating  in  dry  weather  and  causing  serious 
pollution  will  not  now  operate  so  that  a  considerable 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  River  Stour  and  its 
tributaries  will  be  effected. 
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In  the  accompanying  table,  which  has  been  prepared 
from  information  supplied  by  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  the  extent  to  which  houses  are  being 
built  in  each  sanitary  district  will  be  found.  Taking  the 
county  as  a  whole,  the  actual  number  of  houses  built  is 
more  than  last  year,  but  less  were  reported  at  the  end  of 
the  year  as  being  in  course  of  erection.  The  figures  are 
3,479  houses  built  compared  with  2,488  in  1928,  of  which 
1,905  were  erected  by  local  authorities  under  assisted 
schemes  as  against  1,356  last  year.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  1,342  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  compared 
with  1,480  in  the  previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  houses  built  and  those  in  course 
of  erection  at  the  end  of  1929  is  4,821  compared  with 
3,968  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 


STATEMENT  showing  the  number  of  : — 

(1)  Houses  erected  in  Staffordshire  during  the  year  1929,  and 

(2)  Houses  in  the  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  1929. 


Sanitary 

District. 

By  1 
Auth 
under 
sche 

.vocal 

ority 

assisted 

mes. 

Otherwise. 

Tot 

als. 

Houses 

erected 

during 

year 

1929. 

Houses 
in  the 
course  of 
erection 
at  end 
of  1929. 

Houses 

erected 

during 

year 

1929 

Houses 
in  the 
course  of 
erection 
at  end 
of  1929. 

Houses 

erected 

during 

year 

1929. 

Houses 
in  the 
course  of 
erection 
at  end 
of  1929 

Urban. 
Amblecote  ... 

24 

24 

Audiey . 

.  .  • 

•  •  » 

7 

•  .  . 

7 

•  •  • 

Biddulph 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

6 

1 

Bilston  ... 

2H0 

28 

58 

28 

288 

56 

Brierley  Hill .. 

276 

112 

3 

•  •  • 

279 

112 

Brownhills  ... 

•  .  o 

•  •  • 

15 

3 

15 

3 

Cannock 

52 

32 

51 

8 

103 

40 

Coseley . 

104 

.  o  . 

40 

4 

114 

4 

Darlaston 

68 

90 

4 

6 

72 

96 

Kidsgrove 

•  •  • 

•  • 

16 

.  .  • 

16 

•  •  • 

Leek  . 

106 

8 

28 

•  •  • 

134 

8 

Lichfield 

10 

6 

12 

o 

22 

8 

Newcastle 

... 

•  •  • 

126 

37 

126 

37 

Quarry  Bank.. 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

9 

1 

9 

1 

Rowley  Regis  . 

190 

284 

23 

17 

213 

SOI 

Rugeley 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  °  • 

.  .  . 

6  •  - 

Sedgley 

.  •  . 

•  •  « 

14 

15 

14 

15 

Short  Heath  ... 

36 

•  •  • 

14 

•  .  . 

50 

•  •  • 

Stafford 

149 

•  •  • 

38 

10 

187 

10 

Stone  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

5 

1 

Tamworth 

56 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

57 

... 

Tettenhall 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11 

2 

11 

2 

Tipton  ... 

114 

170 

16 

6 

130 

176 

Uttoxeter 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

5 

Wednesbury  .. 

109 

•  •  • 

17 

•  •  • 

126 

.  •  • 

Wednesfield 

126 

•  •  • 

27 

8 

153 

8 

Widen  hall 

70 

... 

17 

.  .  • 

87 

•  •  • 

Wolstanton  ... 

•  •  * 

... 

130 

18 

130 

,8 

Total 

1,721 

731 

691 

171 

12,412 

l  902 
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STATEMENT  showing  the  number  of  : — - 

(1)  Houses  erected  in  Staffordshire  during  the  year  192?9,  and 

(2)  Houses  in  the  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  1929. 


Sanitary 

District. 

By  Local 
Authority 
under  assisted 
schemes. 

Otherwise. 

Tot 

als. 

Houses 

erected 

during 

year 

1929. 

Houses 
in  the 
course  of 
erection 
at  end 
of  1929. 

Houses 

erected 

during 

year 

1929 

Houses 
in  the 
course  of 
erection 
at  end 
of  1929. 

Houses 

erected 

during 

year 

1  929. 

Houses 
in  the 
course  of 
erection 
at  end 
of  1929. 

Rural.  ... 
Blore  Heath  ... 

4  4  4 

17 

17 

Oannock 

•  •  • 

0  4  4 

75 

4 

75 

4 

Cheadle 

•  •  4 

•  9  4 

111 

15 

111 

15 

Gnosall . 

•  •  • 

0  4  4 

6 

4 

6 

4 

Kingswinford  . 

20 

24 

15 

5 

35 

29 

Leek 

•  44 

•  a  a 

61 

4  4  4 

61 

•  4  4 

Lichfield 

4  4  4 

31 

15 

31 

15 

Mayfield 

•  4  • 

4  4  4 

3 

4  4  4 

3 

4  9  4 

Newcastle 

4  4  9 

4  4  4 

8 

4 

8 

4 

Seisdon 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

276 

84 

276 

84 

Shifnal . 

4  4  4 

4  4  o 

0  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  O  - 

4  4  4 

Stafford 

•  4  4 

53 

20 

53 

20 

Stone  . 

U 

4  4  4 

3S 

12 

52 

12 

Tamworth 

90 

140 

25 

9 

115 

149 

Tutbury 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

58 

9 

58 

9 

Uttoxeter 

•  4  4 

•  4  4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Walsall . 

60 

62 

103 

3l 

163 

93 

Total 

184 

226 

883 

214 

1,067 

440 

Combined 

Totals, 

Urban  &  Rural . 

1,905 

957 

1,574 

385 

3,479 

1,342 

The  other  housing  activities  of  the  district  councils 
have  been  summarised  in  the  table  33a,  from  which  it  will 
be  obvious  that  much  work  is  still  necessary  in  practically 
all  the  districts  before  it  can  be  claimed  that  the  housing 
conditions  are  satisfactory.  Naturally,  to  a  large  extent, 
the  amount  of  repair  work  depends  on  the  alternative 
accommodation  available  for  the  tenants  unless  this  is 
of  a  purely  minor  kind.  In  the  comments  made  by 
district  medical  officers  of  health  in  their  annual  reports, 
from  which  extracts  have  been  published  in  this  report, 
it  will  be  seen  how  much  overcrowding  still  exists  and 
how  difficult  it  is  to  combat  this  as  it  is  not  possible  to 
construct  houses  at  an  economic  rent  for  a  large  section 
of  the  population.  Until  this  problem  is  solved  it  is 
impossible  to  deal  with  unhealthy  areas  and  slum  dwell¬ 
ings  in  any  drastic  fashion. 
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Bilston  U.D. —  “  The  greatest  difficulty  we  have 

encountered  in  this  area  is  the  lack  of  suitable  housing 
sites,  but  it  is  really  wonderful  how  even  this  difficulty 
can  be  got  over,  at  least  to  some  extent,  when  one  is 
really  determined. 

“  In  spite  of  this  annual  cry — the  lack  of  space — there 
have  been  built  during  the  year  230  houses,  and  a  further 
programme  has  been  drawn  up  for  600  houses  in  the 
next  two  or  three  years. 

“  For  the  future  we  urgently  require  ground,  for  it  is 
not  in  the  best  interests  of  health  and  hygiene  that  we 
should  build  a  house  on  every  available  inch  of  space. 
Some  breathing  space  or  open  places  must  be  kept,  other¬ 
wise  we  are  merely  repeating  the  cramped  housing 
conditions  which  have  been  our  sad  legacy  in  the  past. 
I  urgently  hope  that  in  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Bilston  that  something  in  the  way  of  boundary  ex¬ 
tension  may  be  possible  in  the  near  future. 

“  Overcrowding. — To  repeat  that  this  still  exists  would 
be  worse  than  useless,  for  we  are  an  industrial  area,  and 
in  what  old  industrial  area  does  overcrowding  not  exist  ? 
What  we  have  done  and  intend  doing  is  much  more 
important,  and  I  record  with  some  feeling  of  pride  and 
hope  for  the  future  that  during  1929  we  were  able  to 
relieve  244  cases  of  overcrowding  by  giving  new  Council 
houses.” 

Brierley  Hill  U.D. — “  There  is  still  some  over¬ 
crowding  to  overcome  in  scattered  areas  and  some  old 
houses  to  clear  out,  but  there  is  no  actual  slum  area  and 
no  conspicuous  overcrowding  on  space.  It  is  more  a 
question  of  age  and  sex.  From  that  point  of  view  the 
non-parlour  type  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  should 
be  helpful. 

“  With  regard  to  the  old  and  insanitary  houses,  the 
time  has  arrived  when  public  opinion  will  not  tolerate 
the  retention  of  such  places,  and  there  is  little  sympathy 
for  the  owner  who  has  rejected  opportunities  to  keep 
them  fit.  As  there  appears  to  be  a  good  prospect  of  the 
economic  difficulty  being  relieved  by  grant  in  aid,  I  think 
the  Council  would  be  well  advised  to  get  on  with  the  job.” 
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URBAN 

DISTRICTS 

Amblecote  . . . 

Audley  . 

Biddulph  . 

Bilston  . 

Brierley  Hill... 

Brownhills  ... 

Cannock 

Coseley . 

Darlaston . 

Kids  grove  . 

Leek  . 

Lichfield  . 

Newcastle 

Quarry  Bank  . 

Rowley  Regis.. 

Rugeley  . 

Sedgley  . 

Short  Heath  .. 

Stafford  . 

Stone  . 

Tettenhall . 

Tipton  . 

Uttoxeter . 

Wednesbury  .. 

Wednesfield  ... 

Willenhall  . 

Wolstanton  ... 

Totals  . 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS 

Cannock  . 

Cheadle  . 

Gnosall . 

Kingswinford  . 

Leek  . 

Lichfield  . 

Mayfield  . 

Newcastle 

Seisdon . 

Stafford  . 

Stone  . 

Tam  worth 
(Staffs  Portion) 

Tutbury  . 

Uttoxeter . 

Walsall . 

Totals  . 


125 

64 

• 

21 

19 

(a) 

w 

25 

(a) 

1 1 

(b) 

789 

129 

1 

51 

39 

11 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

92 

1 

1 

5 

36 

1 

1 

3 

3 

If  5 

*442 

60 

541 

349 

1  04 

34 

60 

60 

16 

25 

15 

457 

148 

35 

156 

C  9 

2 

.  56 

50 

35 

34 

14 

3C4 

38 

266 

170 

16 

2 

1  81 

75 

629 

403 

3 

158 

103 

69 

31 

60 

52 

3 

3 

l 

1 

1 

509 

232 

509 

131 

• 

169 

135 

411 

*127 

27 

310 

273 

17 

15 

4 

702 

151 

10 

6 

275 

13 

5 

29 

15 

12 

12 

7 

7 

163 

61 

61 

74 

10 

10 

| 

27 

15 

27 

30 

15 

15 

12 

]  2 

460 

223 

4 

23 

16 

. I 

112 

93 

14 

4 

4 

1 

1 

430 

210 

4 

25 

45 

28 

22 

1,599 

415 

10 

1,446 

1,097 

538 

366 

152 

1 

1 

171 

31 

7 

73 

70 

3 

3 

12 

10 

9 

9 

648 

36 

23 

34 

61 

34 

20 

6 

72 

51 

23 

18 

9 

1 

3 

260 

5 

94 

84 

5 

103 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

942 

151 

460 

338 

. 

9 

3 

3 

72 

49 

3 

1 

145 

7 

7 

45 

51 

20 

20 

7 

543 

37 

4 

33 

£3 

4 

214 

214 

A 

4 

2 

1,119 

603 

14 

730 

31 

. 

670 

568 

14 

14 

1 

3 

5 

214 

55 

5 

26 

41 

17 

53 

461 

45 

113 

8 

4 

4 

57 

57 

9 

9 

14 

9 

19 

329 

158 

24 

1C4 

147 

7 

7 

329 

289 

24 

24 

2 

7 

£92 

115 

23 

253 

157 

2 

237 

6 

2 

o 

1 

77 

45 

4 

45 

26 

18 

16 

4 

4 

2 

2 

11,385 

4,220 

372 

5,577 

3,563 

237 

139 

14 

16 

3,682 

2,276 

169 

218 

215 

62 

C6 

57 

1.240 

301 

241 

210 

331 

210 

2,426 

14 

13 

49 

150 

2 

2 

251 

17 

12 

5 

98 

9 

5 

79 

7 

6 

45 

38 

461 

*193 

361 

384 

328 

2 

2 

2 

2 

210 

*36 

2 

17 

21 

37 

37 

37 

37 

2 

2 

620 

481 

2 

137 

118 

46 

33 

416 

416 

2 

2 

6 

1 

37 

37 

1 

684 

126 

4 

4 

16 

14 

55 

34 

22 

11 

11 

46 

33 

2 

12 

12 

10 

4 

780 

131 

6 

16 

27 

8 

112 

106 

4 

11 

1 

1 14 

7 

24 

13 

9 

8 

1  1 

423 

24 

38 

83 

6 

6 

I  y  1  AO 

a  i 

27 

14 

14 

23 

23 

u  X 

552 

136 

17 

39 

102 

12 

12 

221 

58 

. 

3 

17 

i 

| 

8,499 

1,915 

75 

631 

1,212 

126 

94  1 . 

1 

1,882 

1.272 

1 

25 

1 

39 

1 

8 

3 
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Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts)  Regulations,  1910 
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Brownhills  U.D. — “  There  are  4,022  houses  in  the 
district. 


“This  gives  an  average  of  5.1  persons  to  each  house. 


“  The  number  of  houses  is  still  insufficient  for  the 
present  population.  There  are  two  families  residing  in 
60  of  the  houses  built  by  and  belonging  to  the  Council. 
Families  drifting  into  the  district  from  other  districts 
where  the  housing  accommodation  is  insufficient,  is  in 
part  responsible  for  this  overcrowding. 


“  Strong  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
sub-letting  of  houses  by  tenants. 


“  One  has  only  to  view  those  60  houses  to  understand 
the  demoralising  effect  it  has  on  the  inhabitants. 


“  These  conditions  frustrate  the  purpose  the  Council 
has  in  view  in  building  houses  for  the  people.” 


Cannock  U.D. — “  The  number  of  houses  erected  in 
the  nine  years  1920-28  inclusive  is  1,315  of  the  following 
categories : — 


Housing 

Housing 

By  Private 

Under 

Additional 

Assisted 

Enterprise 

Relaxation 

By 

Powers  Act 

Scheme 

without 

of 

Council 

Total 

1929 

Subsidy 

Subsidy 

Bye-laws 

42 

722 

76 

33 

442 

1,315 

- — 

46 

5 

— 

52 

103 

“  In  respect  to  the  number  of  houses  required  to  deal 
with  overcrowding,  the  result  of  Housing  Records  made 
under  the  Inspection  of  District  Regulations  for  403 
houses  showed  that  2  per  cent,  were  overcrowded.  If 
the  whole  district  showed  proportionate  figures  the  total 
would  approach  150.  This  does  not  take  into  account 
those  houses  designed  for  one  family,  but  in  which  two 
are  residing,  unless  overcrowding  of  cubic  space  results. 
These  cases  are  numerous  (in  886  houses  recorded  in  the 
last  two  years  they  amounted  to  7.4  per  cent.)  but  with 
a  falling  birth  rate  families  are  becoming  smaller. 
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“  The  mere  building  of  more  houses  will  not  solve  this 
question.  Some  regard  must  be  paid  to  reasonable 
proportion  between  wages  and  rent  being  attained.  In 
the  meantime  the  evils  of  overcrowding  can  in  many 
cases  be  considerably  reduced  by  careful  management 
in  the  ventilation  of  rooms  and  other  ways.  A  systematic 
continuous  survey  of  individual  houses  is  required  and  a 
creditable  amount  of  this  work  has  been  achieved  in  the 
last  two  years. 

“  The  records  made  under  the  Housing  Regulations 
give  evidence  that  cases  of  overcrowding  are  less  in 
number  than  formerly.  The  most  serious  defect  met  with 
is,  as  usual,  dampness.  This  is  unfortunately  not  limited 
to  houses  of  older  construction  but  appears  in  those 
recently  built  with  state  assistance.” 

Coseley  U.D.- — “  One  hundred  and  four  new  houses 
were  erected  by  the  Council  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  (Financial  provisions)  Act,  1924. 

“  There  are  still  many  back-to-back  houses  in  the 
district  and  houses  so  crowded  together  that  the  air-space 
is  far  from  what  it  ought  to  be.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
separate  report  on  the  subject  that  872  formal  notices 
under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  were  served. 

“  The  Statutory  requirements  calling  for  the  name  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  be  shown  on  rent  books 
is  widely  disregarded.  There  is  still  a  shortage  of  houses 
in  the  district. 

“  At  present  1,000  applicants  are  awaiting  accom¬ 
modation  on  our  new  housing  sites,  and  I  hope  during 
the  coming  year  to  see  this  number  considerably  reduced 
by  a  progressive  programme  initiated  and  carried  out  by 
the  Council. 

Overcrowding. — The  worst  cases  of  overcrowding  are 
nearly  always  to  be  found  in  the  worn-out  houses,  and 
there  can  be  no  solution  of  the  housing  problem  until 
these  are  demolished.  Houses  situated  in  courts  and 
streets  that  are  badly  arranged  and  confined,  should  be 
demolished  and  suitable  houses  provided  for  the  tenants. 
Families  that  have  been  removed  from  overcrowded 
houses  to  more  congenial  conditions  have  on  the  whole 
responded  very  well  to  their  new  conditions.” 
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Darlaston  U.D. — “  The  progress  made  in  housing  is 
not  quite  up  to  the  previous  year,  a  total  of  68  Council 
houses  having  been  erected,  and  four  by  private  enter¬ 
prise.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  91  erected  by  the 
local  Authority.  There  are  however  90  under  contract — 
74  of  the  non-parlour  and  16  of  the  parlour  type.  In  the 
past  ten  years  a  total  of  603  houses  have  been  erected  in 
the  district,  and  during  the  same  period  the  population 
has  grown  from  17,855  to  19,620 — an  increase  of  1,735. 
Taking  4.9  persons  per  house,  this  indicates  that  more 
than  50  per  cent,  of  the  houses  erected  have  been  required 
to  meet  the  normal  growth  of  the  population. 


“  The  requirements  of  the  district  from  a  Housing 
point  of  view  are  far  from  being  satisfied,  especially 
considering  the  number  of  old  and  dilapidated  houses 
which  require  demolishing,  and  the  not  inconsiderable 
number  of  cases  of  overcrowding.  The  Estate  depart¬ 
ment  has  on  its  books  at  the  present  time  applications  for 
over  600  houses. 


“  Considering  that  Darlaston  is  a  purely  working  class 
district  and  that  most  of  the  labour  is  unskilled  and  paid 
at  a  low  rate,  houses  of  a  cheaper  kind  are  required. 
8/9  a  week  may  not  seem  a  large  amount  for  the  type  of 
house  being  built,  but  it  constitutes  over  a  fifth  of  an 
unskilled  worker’s  wage.  Unless  there  are  other  workers 
in  the  family,  it  proves  a  too  severe  drain  on  the  purse, 
and  proves  likely  to  lead  in  the  future  to  sub-tenancies  in 
order  to  meet  the  rent.” 


Newcastle  M.B. — “  Overcrowding . — A  Census  taken 
during  March,  1930  revealed  125  cases  of  overcrowding 
based  on  'more  than  two  persons  per  room.  This  gives 
a  percentage  of  2.50  of  the  number  of  houses  included  in 
the  Census,  namely,  4,988. 


“  Unhealthy  Areas. — With  regard  to  the  four  repres¬ 
entations  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  dealing 
with  unhealthy  areas,  schemes  relating  thereto  were 
discussed  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  it  was  agreed 
to  allow  these  to  lie  over  pending  fresh  legislation.” 
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Quarry  Bank  U.D. — “  Overcrowding— Unfortunately 
the  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year,  viz, 
nine,  has  had  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  amount  of  over¬ 
crowding  which  remains  as  acute  as  in  the  previous  year. 
As  stated  in  my  last  report  the  only  possible  solution 
appears  to  be  for  more  houses  to  be  erected  by  the 
Council  themselves.  1  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  Council  have  acquired  some  four  acres  of  land  for 
this  purpose  in  Coppice  Lane,  and  we  are  in  negotiation 
for  a  considerably  larger  portion,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
building  operations  will  be  commenced  very  shortly. 


“  In  this  connection,  I  should  also  like  to  comment 
on  a  difficulty  peculiar  to  mining  districts,  viz.  the 
number  of  houses  that  annually  become  unfit  by  reason 
of  mining  subsidences.  In  many  cases  the  cost  of 
rendering  such  houses  fit  for  occupation  is  quite  beyond 
the  means  of  the  owners,  and  no  compensation  can 
apparently  be  claimed  from  the  Colliery  owners.” 


Rowley  Regis  U.D. — “  The  Council  are  dealing  with 
the  housing  problem,  but  there  is  a  greater  demand  for 
new  houses  than  this  authority  are  able  to  supply.” 


Sedgley  U.D. — “  The  number  of  new  houses  erected 
was  14,  of  which  8  are  subsidy  houses.  The  Council 
houses  number  822,  made  up  of  800  built  under  the  1919 
Act  and  22  under  the  1924  Act.  The  need  for  further 
housing  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  has  not 
materially  altered  during  the  past  twelve  months.  The 
houses  built  by  private  enterprise  are  either  owner 
occupied  or  let  at  rentals  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
working  classes.  We  are  not  in  a  position  to  deal  effect¬ 
ively  with  the  numerous  Closing  and  Demolition  Orders 
now  operative  until  further  accommodation  is  provided 
for  the  many  families  living  in  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  At  the  present  time  there  are  71  houses  under 
Closing  and  Demolition  Orders,  many  of  which  have  been 
on  the  books  for  several  years,  but  no  alternative  accom¬ 
modation  is  available  for  the  occupiers.” 
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Short  Heath  TJ.D. — “  Progress  has  been  made  in  the 
erection  of  new  houses  and  50  have  been  built  during  the 
year,  36  by  the  Council,  and  14  by  private  enterprise. 
The  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council  under 
the  Housing  Act  since  1919  is  120,  and  by  private  enter¬ 
prise  111.  Five  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year 
owing  to  their  being  unfit  for  habitation.  In  1929,  with 
an  estimated  population  of  5,019,  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1,097,  giving  an  average 
of  4.6  persons  per  house  as  compared  with  4.8  in  1928. 


“  Many  cases  of  Overcrowding  were  abated  by  the 
families  (where  overcrowding  existed)  being  allotted 
houses  in  Haley  Street  where  the  36  new  houses  were 
built  and  finished  in  September  last. 

“  There  is  still  overcrowding  in  various  parts  of  the 
district,  some  being  large  families  in  small  houses,  others 
by  newly  married  couples  taking  rooms  in  houses  where 
the  family  is  already  plenty  large  enough  for  the  size  of 
the  rooms.” 


Stafford  M.B. — “  Further  housing  schemes  are  about 
to  be  undertaken,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  enable 
some  of  the  more  difficult  cases  of  overcrowding  which 
remain  to  be  tackled,  and  also  to  make  possible  the  clos¬ 
ure  of  the  more  unfit  houses  which  the  house  shortage  has 
caused  to  remain  in  use. 


“  During  1929  the  Corporation  completed  the  erection 
of  149  houses,  this  being  a  larger  number  than  in  any 
previous  year.  No  schemes  for  further  building  were  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  as  private  enterprise  is 
unlikely  to  take  over  the  task  it  is  intended  to  resume 
building  at  an  early  date. 


“  The  forty  houses  on  the  Stone  Road  Estate,  which 
were  reserved  for  families  whose  claims  were  supported 
by  the  Health  Department,  have  undoubtedly  done  much 
to  relieve  serious  overcrowding  in  unhealthy  surround¬ 
ings.  No  less  than  160  children,  70  of  whom  were  under 
five  years,  were  removed  from  very  unsatisfactory 
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conditions  to  suitable  houses  on  this  new  estate  adjoining 
the  Common  where  the  better  access  to  sunlight  and  fresh 
air  cannot  fail  to  do  them  good.  The  Health  Visitors 
have  continued  to  give  special  attention  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  houses  of  this  type,  and  made  343  inspections  during 
the  year. 

“  With  regard  to  the  present  situation,  the  fact  that 
the  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  of  the 
town  to  be  only  45  more  than  at  the  Census  in  1921  seems 
of  interest.  At  the  Census,  too,  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  was  5,642  and  the  number  of  families  or  separate 
occupiers  was  5,964,  an  excess  of  only  322.  Since  that 
date,  no  less  than  992  house  have  been  built  in  the  town, 
so  that .  although  a  number  have  been  demolished  for 
various  reasons  there  is  reason  to  doubt  the  existence  of 
any  great  housing  shortage. 

“  What  then  are  the  chief  needs  of  the  immediate 
future  ?  I  suggest  two  groups  for  special  attention. 

(1)  — Houses  which  are  unfit  and  should  be  replaced. 

(2)  — Families  living  in  unhealthy  and  overcrowded 
conditions  whose  financial  circumstances  have  prevented 
them  from  being  relieved  up  to  the  present. 

“  There  are  about  80  houses  in  the  first  group  and 
about  20  in  the  second. 

“  It  is  estimated  that  the  present  weekly  rents  paid 
in  these  100  cases  are  as  follows: — 

5/-  and  under  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Above  5/-  to  7/6  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

It  seems  possible  that  under  the  new  Housing  Bill 
now  before  Parliament,  the  Government  subsidies  for 
houses  to  replace  those  demolished  and  those  for  large 
families  might  be  large  enough  to  enable  these  families 
to  be  re-housed  without  increasing  their  rents.” 


Stone  U.D. — “  Twenty  houses  are  being  built,  and  I 
hope  that  when  these  are  completed,  a  corresponding 
number  of  insanitary  houses  will  be  closed.” 
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Tipton  U.D. — “  A  considerable  amount  of  property 
in  Tipton  is  very  old,  and  a  number  of  houses  seem  to  be 
nearing  the  end  of  their  life. 


“  The  shortage  of  houses  has  prevented  the  undesir¬ 
able  property  being  closed  and  demolished. 


“  Although  only  130  houses  have  been  built  by  the 
Council  during  the  year,  the  Council  has  taken  the  long 
view  in  the  matter  of  housing,  and  have  operations  in 
hand  for  the  building  of  over  300  houses  during  the 
coming  year,  with  possible  further  130. 


“  This  will  go  far  to  solve  the  shortage. 

“  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Woodward,  the  Surveyor,  for 
the  following  report  on  your  housing  schemes. 

“  ‘The  erection  of  houses  by  private  enterprise  has 
maintained  the  same  progress;  16  having  been  completed 
during  the  year. 

“  ‘  Much  better  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
erection  of  houses  by  this  Council  during  the  same  period, 
the  total  being  130  as  against  82  during  the  year  1927-28. 
The  whole  of  these  houses  have  been  erected  on  the 
Cotterilhs  Farm  Housing  Estate. 


“  ‘  There  is  every  prospect  of  the  coming  year  being 
even  more  productive  than  the  one  hereon  reported,  as 
operations  have  commenced  on  a  further  90  on  the 
Cotterilhs  Farm  Estate,  80  on  Salter  Road  site  and  10  in 
Alexandra  Road.  Details  have  also  been  prepared  for  a 
further  106  on  the  Cotterilhs  Farm  Estate  and  a  site  has 
also  been  acquired  in  Horseley  Road  which  will  provide 
for  a  further  86  houses  made  up  of  62  non-parlour  and  24 
special  parlour  type. 


Negotiations  are  being  carried  on  for  the  purchase 
of  further  housing  sites  which  I  estimate  will  provide  for 
approximately  130  houses,  and  there  is  every  hope  of 
some  of  these  being  commenced  during  the  coming  year. 
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“  ‘  A  new  departure  in  house  building  was  undertaken 
during  the  year  and  that  was  the  erection  of  houses  by 
direct  labour,  and  I  have  to  report  that  satisfactory 
progress  has  been  made  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  the 
cost  being  lower  than  tenders  received.  It  is  already 
evident  that  the  class  of  work  is  vastly  superior  to  that 
done  by  private  contractors. 

Now  that  the  organisation  has  been  completed  and 
operations  working  smoothly  the  provision  of  houses  by 
this  method  will  increase  and  there  is  no  reason  why  a 
very  large  proportion  of  all  future  houses  should  not  be 
provided  in  this  manner. 

“  ‘  This  Council  have  now  provided  258  two-bedroom 
non-parlour  type  houses  in  order  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  small  families  and  young  married  couples.  They 
now  feel  that  a  sufficient  number  of  these  have  been  built, 
and  that  all  future  houses  should  be  either  three-bedroom 
non-parlour  type,  or  three-bedroom  parlour  type.’  ” 

“  Slum  Clearance. — Three  blocks  of  undesirable 
property  have  been  demolished  during  the  year  and  the 
outgoing  tenants  accommodated  either  in  better  private 
property  or  Council  houses. 

“  In  one  case  ten  two-bedroom  non-parlour  type 
houses  are  being  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  property. 

“  Several  other  blocks  of  property  have  been  purchas¬ 
ed  by  the  Council  and  will  be  dealt  with  as  and  when 
possible. 

“  Overcrowding. — The  extent  is  undeterminable  with¬ 
out  a  house  to  house  survey. 

“  Not  a  week  passes  without  my  hearing  of  cases  of 
overcrowding,  which  can  only  be  described  as  disgusting. 
Families  with  only  one  bedroom  have  to  arrange  in  some 
cases  for  their  children  to  sleep  across  the  foot  of  the 
bed  and  separation  of  the  sexes  is  in  many  families  a 
sheer  impossibilty. 

“  Section  92  of  the  Public  Health  Act  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  see  that  nuisances  are 
abated,  and  overcrowding  is  a  statutory  nuisance. 
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“  To  enforce  this  portion  of  the  Act  merely  means 
abating  overcrowding  in  one  house,  in  order  to  produce 
the  same  conditions  elsewhere.  Under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  there  is  naturally  nothing  to  be  gained  by  serving 
the  necessary  notices. 


“  The  Council  has  considered  all  cases  which  have 
been  referred  by  me  of  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  these  as  well  as  many  cases  of  gross  over¬ 
crowding  have  had  first  consideration  in  the  allocation  of 
new  houses.” 


Uttoxeter  U.D. — “  The  Housing  Scheme  is  a  serious 
question  for  the  consideration  of  this  Council.  The 
number  of  houses  built  is  quite  inadequate  for  the  people 
requiring  them.  As  soon  as  a  house  is  built  there  is  a 
scramble  for  possession.  At  least  120  houses  are  urgently 
needed.  Seventy  new  houses  are  being  built  and  will  be 
shortly  completed.  So  long  as  such  a  condition  exists, 
the  idea  of  doing  away  with  overcrowding  and  the  old 
insanitary  and  dilapidated  slum  property  is  out  of  the 
question. 

(1) . — Improvements  are  now  being  made  concerning 
the  Housing  requirements  of  the  district,  and  a  com¬ 
mencement  was  made  with  the  erection  of  70  houses  on 
a  new  site  known  as  the  Dockyard  Site,  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  town,  as  a  first  instalment  of  the  housing  needs. 

(2) . — “  Overcrowding. — Special  attention  to  over¬ 
crowding  has  been  given  when  allotting  the  houses  now 
in  course  of  erection,  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
overcrowding  is  to  be  expected  when  the  report  for  1930 
is  prepared. 

(3) . — “Fitness  of  Houses.- — It  is  hoped  to  reduce  the 
number  of  unfit  houses,  which  number  42,  by  selecting 
the  tenants  now  occupying  such  houses  as  tenants  for  the 
houses  now  in  course  of  erection.  Every  opportunity  is 
taken  to  either  compel  the  landlord  to  put  such  houses 
in  a  proper  sanitary  and  structural  condition  whenever 
a  change  of  tenant  occurs,  or  to  condemn  and  demolish.” 
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Wednesbury  M.R. — “  The  following  gives  the  houses 
provided  during  the  year : — 


“  On  the  Mestv  Croft  site  109  houses  were  completed 
under  the  1924  Housing  Act,  and  in  addition  17  subsidy 
houses  were  erected. 


“  Proposed  Building.  Fallings  Heath.— A  site  has 
been  purchased  and  a  lay-out  for  200  houses  approved. 
A  site  at  the  junction  of  Park  Lane  and  Hobs  Hole  Road 
has  been  purchased  for  housing  purposes. 

“  The  Council  have  adopted  the  policy  of  building  at 
least  200  houses  each  year  for  the  next  five  years.” 


Wednesfield  U.D. — “  Over  a  period  of  10  years  740 
houses  have  been  erected  within  the  district.  This  has 
done  much  to  alleviate  the  lot  of  the  overcrowded  and 
paved  the  way  for  the  closure  of  those  insanitary  dwell¬ 
ings  which  your  late  Sanitary  Inspector  in  collaboration 
with  myself  saw  fit  to  schedule  and  represent  for  that 
purpose.” 


Willenhall  U.D. — “  Steady  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  erection  of  new  houses  and  87  have  been  built 
during  the  year,  70  by  the  Council  and  17  by  other 
persons.  The  total  number  of  new  houses  erected  by 
the  Council  under  the  Housing  Acts  from  1919  to  the  end 
of  1929  is  774.  That  more  houses  are  very  necessary  is 
apparent  from  the  overcrowding  which  still  prevails  and 
the  number  of  applicants,  about  800,  on  the  register  for 
houses.  They  are  also  required  in  order  to  be  able  to 
deal  with  many  old  houses  of  an  undesirable  type,  which 
cannot  be  done  until  more  houses  are  available.  The 
erection  of  another  400  houses  on  the  Clothier  Estate, 
which  is  now  in  hand,  will,  1  hope,  relieve  the  situation. 

“  Eleven  houses  were  taken  down  during  the  year  by 
the  owners  for  street  improvements  and  extension  of 
Works,  etc.” 
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Wolstanton  U.D. — “  According  to  the  housing 
survey  made  in  1919,  134  houses  were  required  to  meet 
the  unsatisfied  demand;  the  number  of  houses  required 
for  all  purposes,  taking  into  account  growth  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  for  the  years  1920,  1921  and  1922  being  1,000. 
During  the  years  1920  to  1929  inclusive,  636  houses  of 
the  type  specially  dealt  with  in  the  survey  and  166  of 
other  types  have  been  erected.  Therefore,  leaving  out  of 
consideration  any  increase  of  population  there  may  have 
been  since  1922,  the  present  housing  shortage  for  all 
purposes  is  198. 

“  The  Council  has  passed  a  scheme  for  the  building  of 
150  houses  and  an  additional  124  houses  are  in  course  of 
erection  by  private  enterprise. 

“  Overcrowding, — There  is  undoubtedly  considerable 
overcrowding  in  the  area,  the  principle  cause  of  which 
is  shortage  of  houses.  Owing  to  this  shortage,  it  is 
generally  impossible  to  deal  drastically  with  such  cases 
of  overcrowding  as  may  come  to  light  officially.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  present  rate  of  building  will  be 
increased  and  that  correspondingly  the  overcrowding 
will  be  mitigated. 

“  Fitness  of  Houses. — “  The  majority  of  the  houses 
are  of  the  working-class  type,  and  the  general  standard 
of  housing  is  indicated  in  the  paragraph  on  general  hous¬ 
ing  conditions  in  the  area. 

“  Defective  floors,  want  of  whitewashing,  windows 
not  made  to  open,  defective  yard  surface,  eaves,  guttering 
and  rain  water  spouting  absent  or  defective,  defective 
roofs  and  dampness  of  walls  are  typical  of  the  defects 
found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses.  In  many  cases  the  defects 
are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  shortage  of  houses;  houses 
being  difficult  to  obtain  and  per  contra  easy  to  let, 
owners  are  averse  to  carrying  out  repairs  unless  forced 
to  do  so.  In  many  cases,  however,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  defects  are  due  to  the  continued  high  cost  of  labour 
and  materials,  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  the  remedy¬ 
ing  of  defects  being  in  many  instances  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  rents  actually  obtained  from  the 
property.  In  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  cases  also, 
it  must  be  admitted  that,  particularly  in  the  matter  of 
the  poorer-class  property,  the  defects  are  due  primarily 
to  acts  of  waste  or  neglect  by  the  tenants.” 
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Cheadle  R.D. — “  The  housing  problem  is  still  with 
us,  and  the  shortage  of  houses  is  being  acutely  felt.  Owing 
to  the  large  area  and  population  of  the  district,  and  with 
only  one  sanitary  inspector,  it  has  been  quite  impossible 
to  make  a  housing  survey  of  comprehensive  character, 
but  many  houses  have  been  found  to  be  overcrowded  and 
in  such  a  state  of  disrepair  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  several  are  so  dilapidated  that  they 
cannot  be  rendered  fit  without  reconstruction.  It  has 
been  impossible  to  deal  successfully  with  these  houses 
owing  to  the  entire  lack  of  alternative  accommodation, 
and  the  only  way  to  cope  with  the  unsatisfied  demand 
for  housing  accommodation  is  to  erect,  or  at  least  to 
encourage  by  every  possible  means  the  building  of  new 
houses.  And  here  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  suggest 
that  some  endeavour  should  be  made  to  strengthen  the 
building  bye-laws  so  as  to  prevent  the  erection  of  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  which  from  their  quality  and  construction  are 
likely,  within  a  few  year’s  time,  to  become  unfit  for  human 
habitation.” 

Kingswinford  R.D. — “  Overcrowding.- — There  are  still 
cases  of  overcrowding  which  cannot  be  dealt  with  at 
present,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses. 

“  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  houses 
is  very  fair.  The  chief  defects,  as  before,  being  leaky 
roofs  and  defective  spouting  and  bad  unpaved  yards. 
Three  hundred  and  forty-five  houses  have  been  erected 
by  the  Council  since  1919.  All  of  them  are  occupied. 
Seventy-four  more  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  by  the 
Council,  and  another  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  houses 
are  contemplated.” 


Leek  R.D. — “  The  subject  of  housing  continues,  but 
is  not  so  urgent  as  in  past  years  in  this  area.  There  is 
now  no  great  shortage,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  in 
many  instances,  conditions  of  old  dwellings  have  been 
improved.  Private  enterprise  continues  as  in  previous 
years.  Cases  of  overcrowding  which  have  been  dealt 
with  during  the  year  resulted  from  members  of  the  family 
in  tenancy  marrying,  often  without  the  means  to  set  up 
or  support  a  home,  thus  encroaching  on  previously 
limited  living  accommodation.” 


Housing— Food  and  Drugs. 
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Stone  R.D. — “  Yarnfield  Village. — This  village 
consists  of  about  30 — 40  houses,  of  which,  roughly 
speaking,  about  half  are  in  such  an  insanitary  and 
dilapidated  condition  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
while  the  remainder  are  lacking  in  proper  water  supply 
and  sewage  arrangements..” 


Uttoxeter  R.D. — “  Rocester. — Slight  overcrowding 
still  prevails  in  the  Rocester  Parish,  and  the  Council  is 
now  negotiating  for  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  10 
new  houses  there  at  an  early  date. 

“  In  the  Draycott  Parish  there  is  a  slight  demand  for 
houses,  and  some  two  new  houses  would  meet  such 
demand. 

“  In  the  remaining  Parishes  the  conditions  are  better 
and  the  rate  of  building  meets  the  demand.” 


Walsall  R.D. — “  In  my  view  there  is,  undoubtedly, 
an  improvement  in  the  housing  situation.  The  fact  that 
the  Council  have  lately  erected,  or  have  in  the  course  of 
erection,  no  less  than  408  houses,  has  certainly  eased  the 
housing  problem. 

“  There  are  still,  however,  numerous  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  and,  to  relieve  this,  houses  with  moderately 
low  rents  are  required.  A  number  of  houses  not  fit  for 
habitation  are  at  present  occupied.” 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.— During  the  year  1,315  samples  of 
ordinary  milk  were  chemically  examined ;  94  of  these 
were  not  satisfactory :  prosecutions  were  instituted  in  9 
cases  and  8  were  sustained.  Twenty-eight  samples  of 
specially  designated  milk  were  chemically  analysed  and 
one  sample  of  Grade  “A”  milk  was  found  to  have  a  13  per 
cent,  deficiency  in  fat.  Three  samples  of  condensed  milk, 
on  chemical  examination,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Eighty  cases  of  tuberculous  milk  were  found  in 
samples  taken  from  the  ordinary  milk  supply  during  the 
year  by  the  County  Council’s  Inspectors.  The  usual  action 
under  Section  4  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1915,  follow¬ 
ed,  38  cows  being  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  one  died  and  6  were  disposed  of  by  the  owners  for 
slaughter.  In  addition,  6  samples  of  tuberculous  milk 
from  the  ordinary  milk  supply  were  sent  for  examination 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  one  by  a  Medical  Practitioner. 
As  a  result  the  usual  investigation  followed,  5  cows  were 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  Seventeen 
cases  of  tuberculous  milk  were  discovered  in  specially 
designated  milk.  These  were  found  by  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Inspectors  when  taking  monthly  samples.  The 
usual  veterinary  inspection  followed;  10  cows  were 
slaughtered  under  the  Order  and  3  by  the  owners. 


Sixty-one  representations  under  Section  4  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Consolidation  Act,  1915,  were  made  by 
Medical  Officers  outside  the  county,  and  as  a  result  of 
veterinary  inspections  38  animals  were  slaughtered  under 
the  Tuberculosis  Order  and  7  were  disposed  of  by  the 
owners  for  slaughter. 


Eight  representations  under  Section  4  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Act,  1915,  were  made  to  outside  authorities  on 
milk  sent  in  to  the  county  for  sale,  from  which  samples 
were  taken  by  the  County  Council’s  Inspectors.  All 
these  cases  were  investigated  by  the  authorities  concern¬ 
ed,  in  6  instances  with  negative  results.  In  the  remaining 
2,  tuberculosis  was  found  clinically  and  3  animals  were 
slaughtered. 


In  the  accompanying  table  will  be  found  the  number 
of  samples  taken  in  each  sanitary  district  of  ordinary 
milk,  not  specially  designated,  from  milk  sellers  on  their 
rounds,  so  that  each  sample  represents  milk  in  the 
condition  in  which  it  is  sold  to  the  public. 
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ORDINARY  MILK  SAMPLES. 


1st  March  1929.  to  31st  December.  1929. 


Sanitary 

Authority. 

No.  of  Samples 
Submitted. 

Result  of  Examination. 

T.B. 

Pound 

Cleanliness. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisf  ’tory 

Urban. 

Amblecote 

8 

6 

2 

1 

Audley 

19 

18 

1 

... 

Biddulph 

45 

36 

9 

1 

Bilston  . 

13 

12 

1 

2 

Brier  ley  Hill  ... 

21 

13 

8 

•  •  • 

Brownhills 

20 

16 

4 

1 

Cannock 

28 

20 

8 

1 

Coseley  . 

4 

2 

o 

•  •  • 

Darlaston 

7 

6 

1 

•  •  u 

Kidsgrove 

20 

16 

4 

Leek  . 

41 

26 

15 

4 

Lichfield 

22 

14 

8 

3 

Newcastle 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Quarry  Bank  . . . 

8 

9 

-i 

6 

o  ,  • 

Rowley  Regis... 

17 

16 

1 

1 

i. 

Rugeley . 

13 

11 

2 

2 

Sedgley  . 

31 

24 

7 

2 

Short  Heath 

8 

6 

2 

... 

Stafford . 

73 

46 

27 

5 

Stone  . 

15 

12 

3 

•  •  • 

Tamworth 

31 

22 

9 

4 

Tettenhall 

14 

12 

9 

LJ 

3 

Tipton  . 

10 

6 

4 

•  •  9 

Uttoxeter 

13 

11 

2 

... 

Wednesburv  ... 

13 

12 

1 

•  •  » 

Wednesfield  ... 

8 

8 

•  •  > 

Willenhall 

16 

13 

3 

4 

Wolstanton  ... 

42 

35 

7 

6 

Rural. 

Blore  Heath  ... 

11 

3 

8 

•  •  • 

Cannock  . 

65 

47 

18 

6 

Cheadle  . 

41 

27 

14 

1 

Gnosall  . 

27 

21 

6 

1 

Kin gswi nford  ... 

12 

9 

3 

•  .  • 

Leek  . 

66 

30 

36 

1 

Lichfield 

108 

79 

29 

4 

Mayfield . 

25 

8 

17 

•  •  » 

Newcastle 

18 

9 

9 

•  •  • 

Seisdon  . 

50 

34 

16 

6 

Shifnal  . 

6 

4 

2 

•  •  • 

Stafford 

66 

40 

26 

3 

Stone  . 

55 

38 

17 

•  •  • 

Tamworth 

20 

18 

2 

3 

Tutbury . 

31 

22 

9 

1 

Uttoxeter 

51 

34 

17 

5 

Walsall  . 

26 

21 

5 

3 

Totals 

1238 

865 

373 

74 
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It  is  only  possible  to  give  a  10  month’s  return  this 
year  but  in  future  reports  the  period  will  be  for  the 
calendar  year.  1,238  samples  were  bacteriologically 
examined,  of  which  865  were  reported  as  satisfactory 
from  a  cleanliness  standpoint  and  373  were  unsatisfactory. 
In  74  cases  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  the  milk 
samples.  Of  the  unsatisfactory  samples,  from  a  clean¬ 
liness  point  of  view  352  were  produced  in  the  county  and 
21  outside.  69  of  the  74  tuberculous  samples  were 
produced  in  Staffordshire  and  5  outside. 


I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  shown  last  year  has  been  maintained  and  as 
mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  70  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
were  clean. 


As  in  former  years,  the  names  of  producers  whose 
milk  was  not  satisfactory  were  sent  to  the  County  Farm 
Institute  so  that  expert  advice  in  the  production  of  clean 
milk  could  be  offered.  I  find,  unfortunately,  that  in  some 
instances,  full  advantage  is  not  taken  of  this  scheme,  but 
in  those  cases  who  do  not  respond  to  the  invitation  sent 
from  the  Farm  Institute,  a  careful  watch  is  kept  by  the 
Inspectors  who  take  further  samples  for  examination  so 
that  in  the  event  of  the  supply  being  continuously  dirty, 
suitable  action  can  be  taken. 


The  amount  of  tuberculous  milk  found  during  the 
year  is  again,  as  in  1928,  roughly  6  per  cent,  but  this  can 
not  be  taken  as  a  true  basis  for  assessing  the  incidence 
of  this  infection  for  no  systematic  sampling  of  the 
ordinary  milk  supply  is  possible,  as  is  the  case  in  the 
limited  number  of  those  who  hold  Grade  “  A  ”  certificates. 


A  disquieting  feature  of  the  reports  of  the  post 
mortem  examinations  of  the  animals  slaughtered  under 
the  Tuberculosis  Order  that  had  been  found  to  produce 
tuberculous  milk,  is  the  large  number  which  were  suffer- 
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in g  from  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease  and  should 
therefore  have  been  cleared  out  of  the  herd  long  ago. 
This  means  that  in  so  many  cases  tuberculous  milk  must 
have  been  produced  for  some  time  before  the  condition 
was  recognised  by  a  sample  being  taken.  If  the  herds 
were  systematically  inspected  by  a  Veterinary  Officer,  as 
is  now  done  in  the  case  of  Grade  “  A  ’  milk,  there  is  no 
doubt  a  considerable  improvement  would  result. 


At  the  beginning  of  1929  licenses  had  been  granted 
for  the  production  of  the  following  graded  milks : — 6  for 
Grade  “  A”  (T.T.)  and  46  for  Grade  “A”  milk.  During  the 
year  2  licenses  for  Grade  “A”  (T.T.)  milk  were  relin¬ 
quished,  one  was  cancelled,  and  2  new  ones  were  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  One  Grade  “  A  ”  license  was 
relinquished  and  20  were  issued  by  the  County  Council. 
On  the  31st  December,  1929,  there  were  5  Grade  “  A  ” 
(T.T.)  licenses  and  65  Grade  “  A  ”  certificates  in  force 
in  the  Countv. 


As  in  former  years,  the  practice  has  been  continued 
of  taking  samples  of  all  graded  milks  at  monthly  intervals 
for  bacteriological  investigation,  to  see  if  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  laid  down  in  the  Regulations  was  maintained. 
The  results  of  the  examinations  are  shown  in  the 
accmpanying  table.  As  regards  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  found  on  examination,  of  those  due  to  count,  51 
were  produced  in  the  county  and  10  outside.  Tubercle 
bacilli  were  found  in  14  produced  in  the  county  and  one 
in  milk  produced  outside. 
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SPECIALLY  DESIGNATED  MILK. 

1st  March,  1929 — 31st  December,  1929. 


Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Satisfactory 

Due  to 

Due  to 

Due  to 

Due  to 

Coliform 

Bacillus. 

Count. 

Col.  Bac. 
&  Count. 

T.B. 

“  Certified  ” 

12 

12 

Grade  “  A  ”  (T.T.) 

90 

78 

8 

— 

4 

lx 

Grade  “A”  . . 

561 

499 

25 

14 

9 

14 

“Pasteurised” 

19 

18 

— 

1 

— 

— 

682 

607 

33 

15 

13 

15f 

x — Also  included  under  “  Col.  Bac.  and  Count.” 
f — One  sample  also  included  under  “  Col.  Bac.  and  Count.” 


In  last  year’s  report  reference  is  made  to  the  steady 
increase  in  the  popularity  of  graded  milks  by  the  public, 
and  it  was  stated  that  4  years  ago  only  4  licenses  for  the 
production  of  Grade  “  A  ”  milk  had  been  issued  and  there 
were  no  holders  of  licenses  for  the  other  kinds  of  graded 
milk.  As  already  noted,  there  has  been  a  further  increase 
in  the  number  of  these  licenses,  and  comparing  this  year 
with  last  there  has  been  an  increase  of  19  Grade  “  A  ” 
licenses  and  a  reduction  of  one  in  the  number  of  Grade 
“  A  ”  (T.T.)  certificates. 


(b)  The  work  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
summarised  in  the  following  Table,  in  which  is  shown 
the  number  of  samples  taken  and  any  action  necessary:- 
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Arrowroot  . 

Apple  Jelly  . 

Almonds.  Ground  ... 

Barley,  Pearl . 

Brawn  . 

Bloater  Paste . 

Butter  . 

Baking  Powder 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda 
Blanc  Mange  Powder 

Bread  . 

Cakeoma . 

Candied  Peel . 

Cocoa  . 

Coffee  . 

Cornflour  ...  ... 

Currants . 

Camphorated  Oil  ... 

Castor  Oil  . 

Cream  . 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Cake  Flour  . 

Cocoanut  (Desiccated) 
Custard  Powder 

Dripping  . 

Flour,  Egg  . 

Flour  (Self  Raising) 
Ginger  (Ground)  ... 
Ginger  (Whole) 

Glycerin  . 

Honey  . 

Jam  (Blackcurrant) 

Lemon  Jelly  . 

Lemon  Crystals 

Lard  . 

Liquorice  Powder  ... 

Margarine  . 

Milk  . 

Milk  (Appeal  to  cows) 
Milk  (“  Grade  A  ”) 
Milk  (“  Pasteurised  ”) 
Milk  (Sterilised) 

Milk  (Condensed)  ... 

Oatmeal . 

Olive  Oil  . 

Pepper  . 

Pig  Pudding  . 

Raspberry  Roll 

Rice  . 

Rice  (Flaked) 

Rice  (Granulated)  ... 
Rice  (Ground) 

Sausage  . 

Semolina  . 

Sugar  . 

Sugar  (Demerara)  ... 

Sponge  Cake  . 

Sweets  . 

Swiss  Roll  . 

Shredded  Beef  Suet 

Sultanas . 

Salmon  &  Shrimp  Paste 

Tapioca . 

Tea . 


Totals 


No.  of 

Samples 

Submitted 

— 

No.  Genuine 

No. 

Adulterated 

> — - - i 

j  Cautions. 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

7 

7 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

7 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

59 

£9 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

2 

o 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

2 

tLJ 

,  ,  , 

... 

... 

4 

4 

•  .  • 

.  ,  , 

... 

13 

13 

•  •  • 

.  .  , 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

... 

4 

4 

•  o  • 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  ,  , 

,  .  . 

12 

12 

... 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

• . . 

•  •  . 

2 

2 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

.  •  . 

•  .  • 

2 

2 

,  .  . 

... 

25 

25 

... 

... 

22 

20 

2 

1 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

.  .  • 

.  •  • 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

•  »  • 

... 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

45 

45 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

2 

2 

•  .  • 

,  .  . 

1,273 

1,195 

78 

69 

42 

26 

16 

11 

10 

*1 

... 

16 

16 

.  .  , 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  . 

... 

3 

O 

o 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

7 

7 

•  •  • 

,  .  , 

2 

2 

... 

•  •  « 

23 

23 

•  •  . 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

14 

14 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

... 

8 

8 

... 

•  •  0 

19 

15 

4 

2 

4 

4 

.  .  . 

,  .  . 

9 

9 

.  ,  . 

.  .  . 

3 

3 

,  .  , 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1  1 

.  ,  , 

2 

V  : 

•  ,  . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

,  ,  , 

1,691 

1,589 

102 

89 

Proceedings. 


2 


12  1  1 


t  1  Case  withdrawn. 

t  The  attention  of  the  producers  was  called  to  these  samples 
9  were  deficient  in  fat,  3  deficient  in  fat  and  solids-not- 
fat,  and  4  were  deficient  in  solids-not-fat. 

*  Grade  “  A  ”  13  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat.  No  action  taken. 
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Small  Pox  and  Scarlet  Fever. 


Prevention  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

Disease. 

Smallpox. — In  1929,  48  cases  of  smallpox  were 
notified  as  against  150  last  year.  The  disease  continues 
to  be  the  mild  form,  which  consequently  presents  certain 
difficulties  in  controlling  its  spread.  No  fatal  case  has 
been  recorded.  The  Sanitary  Districts  concerned  with 
the  number  notified,  are  as  follows 


Audley  U.D.  5 

Bilston  U.D .  3 

Cannock  U.D.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Leek  U.D .  4 

Newcastle  M.B.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Short  Heath  U.D.  ...  ...  ...  12 

Stafford  M.B.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stone  U.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wednesbury  M.B.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Willenhall  U.D . 12 

Wolstanton  U.D.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cheadle  R.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Leek  R.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


All  the  cases  were  removed  to  either  the  North  or 
South  Staffordshire  Hospital  Board’s  Hospital,  as  the 
case  may  be,  except  one  who  was  in  a  convalescent  stage 
when  the  disease  was  recognised.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  largest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  Short  Heath 
and  Willenhall  Urban  Districts,  which  are  adjacent  to 
one  another.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  unable 
to  trace  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  but  notes  in  his  report 
that  of  the  12  notified  cases  at  Short  Heath  11  had  not 
been  vaccinated  at  all  and  one  in  infancy  only,  whilst  at 
Willenhall  none  of  the  12  cases  had  been  previously 
vaccinated.  One  of  these  was  vaccinated,  however,  after 
her  sister  had  been  removed  to  hospital  suffering  from 
the  disease  but  this  was  too  late  to  prevent  its  develop¬ 
ment  in  that  patient. 


Scarlet  Fever. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  in  the 
county  is  very  similar  to  that  in  the  previous  two  years. 
There  were  1,189  notifications  as  against  1,231  last  year, 
736  in  urban  districts  and  453  in  rural  districts.  Five 
deaths  occurred  in  urban  and  3  in  rural  districts.  Speak- 
ing  generally,  this  type  of  disease  continues  to  be  mild 
and  the  death  rate  is  0.01  in  both  urban  and  rural  districts. 


Diph+heria — Enteric  Fever — Encephalitis  Lethargica.  55 

Diphtheria. — During  the  year,  1,212  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied,  as  against  973  last  year.  The  increase  was  chiefly 
in  the  urban  districts  where  there  were  906  cases,  com¬ 
pared  with  674  in  1928.  306  cases  were  notified  in  rural 
districts,  as  against  299  in  the  previous  year.  41  deaths 
occurred  in  urban  districts  with  a  death  rate  of  0.08  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  9  died  in  rural  districts, 
which  yields  a  death  rate  of  0.04.  On  reference  to  tables 
at  the  end  of  the  report  the  numbers  and  death  rates  for 
each  sanitary  district  will  be  found. 

The  prevailing  form  of  diphtheria  for  some  years  has 
been  much  more  severe  than  scarlet  fever,  and  although 
the  incidence  of  the  two  diseases  has  been  similar  this 
year,  there  have  been  6  times  more  deaths  from  diphther¬ 
ia  than  scarlet  fever.  Although  cases  occurred  in 
practically  every  sanitary  district,  it  was  chiefly  found  in 
the  urban  districts  of  Brierlev  Hill,  Amblecote,  and 
Rugeley,  and  the  rural  districts  of  Kingswinford  and 
Cannock.  Arrangements  were,  therefore,  made  with  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  four  of  these  areas 
for  “  Schick  ”  testing  and  immunisation  of  the  children 
against  diphtheria,  the  work  being  undertaken  by  School 
Medical  Inspectors  in  co-operation  with  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health.  Full  details  are  given  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  this  year. 

During  the  year,  11,710  specimens  were  sent  to  the 
County  Laboratory  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the 
area  as  compared  with  8,481  last  year.  These  include  55 
virulence  tests  undertaken  in  special  cases. 

Enteric  Fever. — Eleven  notifications  of  typhoid 
fever  in  urban  and  9  in  rural  districts  were  received 
during  the  year,  compared  with  the  total  of  52  in  1928. 
Three  deaths  occurred  in  urban  districts.  On  reference 
to  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  report,  the  areas  in  which 
these  cases  occurred  will  be  seen. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Twelve  cases  have  been 
notified,  8  in  urban  and  4  in  rural  districts.  There  were 
6  deaths  in  urban  and  5  in  rural  districts.  Three  cases 
in  urban  and  2  in  rural  districts  were  not  notified  previous 
to  death.  The  disease  was  very  severe  in  type  but  show¬ 
ed  no  tendency  to  spread,  and  it  occurred  in  single  cases 
except  in  three  districts.  The  districts  in  which  the  cases 
occurred  are  shown  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  report. 


56  Dysentery - — Measles — Whooping  Cough — Diarrhoea,  etc. 

Dysentery. — During  the  year  40  cases  of  dysentery 
were  notified,  5  in  urban  and  35  in  rural  districts.  Thirty- 
three  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Cheadle  R.D.,  of 
which  31  were  patients  at  the  Cheddleton  Mental 
Hospital,  and  4  died. 

With  reference  to  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases, 
the  deaths  from  measles,  whooping  cough,  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis,  are  as  follows  : — 


Measles. — There  were  41  deaths  in  urban  districts, 
with  a  death  rate  of  0.08  and  27  deaths  in  rural  districts, 
with  a  death  rate  of  0.13.  As  the  disease  is  not  notifiable, 
the  number  of  cases  is  unknown,  but  the  deaths  in  urban 
districts  were  substantially  the  same  as  last  year,  though 
in  rural  districts  they  were  3  times  as  numerous.  Owing 
to  the  highly  infectious  stage  of  the  disease  occurring 
before  the  rash,  by  which  it  is  recognised,  develops,  it 
spreads  with  great  rapidity,  and  consequently  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  control.  The  fatal  cases  commonly 
occur  as  a  result  of  broncho-pneumonia  complicating  the 
disease,  and  for  this  reason  the  Health  Visiting  Com¬ 
mittee  have  arranged  to  provide  trained  nurses  where 
epidemics  of  measles  occur  in  their  area,  at  the  request 
of  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Whooping  Cough. — In  1929  there  were  134  deaths  in 
urban  districts,  with  a  death  rate  of  0.27,  and  22  deaths 
in  rural  districts,  with  a  death  rate  of  0.10.  The  deaths 
in  urban  districts  occurred  in  20  out  of  the  28  districts 
and  were  most  numerous  in  the  more  thickly  populated 
areas.  Those  in  rural  districts,  as  would  be  expected, 
were  also  in  the  most  populous  ones,  occurring  particu¬ 
larly  in  those  that  possessed  an  urban  character,  in  which 
it  is  much  easier  for  the  disease  to  spread  in  epidemic 
form  than  in  the  sparsely  populated  portions  of  the 
countv. 


Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. — There  were  73  deaths  in 
urban  districts,  with  a  death  rate  of  7.7  per  thousand 
births,  the  same  as  last  year.  In  the  rural  districts  18 
children  died  from  this  disease,  which  yields  a  death  rate 
of  4.9  per  thousand  births,  compared  with  21  deaths  and 
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a  death  rate  of  5.4  in  the  previous  year.  The  cases 
occurred  in  20  out  of  the  28  urban  districts,  and  in  7  of 
the  17  rural  districts.  With  the  exception  of  Bilston 
U.D.  where  the  death  rate  was  19.5,  there  was  no  real 
epidemic  of  this  disease. 


Influenza. — In  1929  there  were  405  deaths  in  urban 
and  165  in  rural  districts.  The  number  of  deaths  is  some¬ 
what  similar  to  that  noted  in  1927,  and  the  disease  was 
widespread  throughout  the  county,  occurring  particularly 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
with  the  deaths,  in  the  Administrative  County  during 
1929,  are  as  follows  : — ■ 


Diseases. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

Small-pox . 

45 

3 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

736 

453 

5 

3 

Diphtheria . 

906 

306 

11 

9 

Enteric  Fever  . 

11 

9 

3 

.  .  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

16 

17 

s 

S 

.,  Pyrexia  . 

72 

30 

Erysipelas . 

228 

71 

* 

* 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . 

4 

1 

* 

* 

Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Pneumonia  . 

1874 

380 

763 

170 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

8 

4 

6 

o 

Dysentery . 

5 

35 

* 

*Not  classified  in  Registrar  General’s  Return. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Tuberculosis. 

1.  Incidence  of  and  Mortality  from  Tuberculosis. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  6,394  cases  of  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis  on  the  registers  of  the  district 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  made  up  as  follows :  — 


Total 

Cases. 

Pulmonary. 

IS  on-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

6394 

2448 

2151 

4599 

942 

853 

1795 

This  indicates  that  there  is  one  case  of  tuberculosis  in 
every  111  persons,  or  just  over  9.0  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  and  on  reference  to  the  mortality  Tables 
which  follow  it  will  be  found  that  approximately  one 
death  occurs  amongst  nine  cases  in  the  year. 

During  the  year,  492  persons  died  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0.69  per  thousand  of 
the  population,  whilst  100  deaths  occurred  from  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis  with  a  death-rate  of  0.14.  The  ages 
at  death  divided  into  sexes  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 


Table  showing  primary  cases  of  tuberculosis  and 
deaths  from  the  disease  classified  according  to  ages  and 
sex : — 


Age  Periods. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

/ 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Nc 

Pulm< 

>n- 

d nary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 . 

1 

3 

6 

2 

8 

5 

1 . 

3 

4 

27 

28 

4 

1 

22 

8 

5 . 

20 

23 

48 

31 

15 

14 

) 

G 

8 

10 

10 . 

16 

12 

IS 

f  4 

15 . 

47 

44 

16 

1  53 

76 

6 

8 

20 . 

51 

94 

5 

10 

25 . 

100 

87 

52 

8 

9 

) 

)  „  „ 

89 

G 

35 . 

73 

5 

11 

>118 

7 

45 . 

57 

30 

6 

1 

1 

) 

t  86 

35 

4 

55 . 

23 

5 

2 

3 

65  &  upwards 

5 

3 

3 

s  10 

5 

o 

2 

Totals . 

396 

354 

138 

129 

277 

215 

57 

43 
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On  reference  to  the  Table  at  the  end  of  the  Report, 
the  death  rates  for  each  sanitary  district  during  1929  will 
be  found. 


The  following  show  the  number  of  primary  notific¬ 
ations  received  since  1913: — 


1913 

| 

1914|1915 

i 

1916  1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

I  1  1  1  1, 

1924  1925 1 1926)1927 11928|  1929 

1722 

1399|  1233|  10481  873 

856 

699 

642 

929 

971 

1029 

974  1232  140ojll06jll94|1017 

An  account  of  the  treatment  afforded  for  tuberculosis 
will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  County  Council,  Wolverhampton  and 
Dudley  County  Boroughs. 


There  has  been  some  increase  in  deaths  from  all  forms 
of  tuberculosis  this  year  compared  with  1928.  The 
actual  numbers  are  as  follows  : — Pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
deaths  492  as  against  423  last  year.  Other  forms  of 
tuberculosis,  100  deaths  compared  with  99  last  year.  The 
slight  increase  in  not  limited  to  any  area  of  the  county, 
which  is  noted  in  both  the  urban  and  rural  districts 
returns.  Too  much  importance  cannot  be  ascribed  to 
variations  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  one  year  compared 
with  the  previous  one,  and  I  would  refer  readers  to  the 
table  showing  the  chief  causes  of  death  at  the  beginning 
of  the  report,  where  the  actual  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  can  be  compared  over  a  period  of  7  years. 
The  numbers  show  very  little  change  as  far  as  pulmon¬ 
ary  tuberculosis  is  concerned,  but  a  steady  fall  in  the 
deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 
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T 1 1  her  ado  sis —  C  o  u  n  ty  Lab  or  at  o  ry . 


During  1929  the  Joint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis 
obtained  a  Magistrate’s  Order  under  Section  62  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  the  compulsory  removal  of 
a  patient  from  Bilston  U.D.  to  the  Wolverhampton  Poor 
Law  Institution.  The  patient  was  a  man  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  the  disease,  who  left  Kinver  Pulmonary  Hospital 
against  advice  and  whose  home  surroundings  and 
personal  habits  made  it  essential  that  he  should  not 
remain  there.  The  Magistrates  made  an  Order  to  detain 
the  man  at  the  Institution  for  3  months  which  was 
subsequently  renewed,  and  during  the  latter  period  the 
patient  died. 


County  Bacteriological  Laboratory. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  tables,  the  work  at  the  County 
Laboratory  continues  to  increase.  On  comparing  this 
year  with  last  it  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  examinations  for  diphtheria 
and  tuberculosis,  the  former  as  a  result  of  increased 
incidence  of  the  disease.  The  increase  of  other  examina¬ 
tions  is  largely  due  to  the  number  of  milk  specimens  now 
received  under  the  County  Council  Scheme. 


County  Laboratory. 
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Commencement  of  Scheme,  Oct.  20, 

1898.  to  June  30. 

899  . 

212 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

From  July 

i,  1899,  to  June  30,  1900... 

378 

•  •  • 

,  ,  , 

• .  * 

From  Jan.,  1900,  to  June  80.  1900... 

•  •  • 

23 

9 

From  July  1  1900  to 

J  one  30,  1901 

730 

100 

74 

'  y 

y 

1901  ,, 

„  1902 

571 

92 

61 

?) 

yy 

1902  „ 

„  1 908 

668 

122 

49 

y  y 

1903  „ 

„  1904 

507 

148 

41 

M 

yy 

*,  y 

1904  „ 

„  1905 

747 

136 

32 

1905  „ 

„  1906 

755 

159 

51 

Ji 

yy 

1906  „ 

,,  1907 

1485 

202 

63 

7 

«  „ 

yy 

1907  „ 

1908 

1603 

150 

39 

yy 

yy 

1908  „ 

„  1909 

970 

203 

150 

y  y 

yy 

1909  „ 

,.  1910 

1255 

249 

69 

b 

y  y 

1910  ., 

„  1911 

1961 

252 

85 

* 

c  „ 

yy 

1911  „ 

,,  1912 

1346 

266 

217  d 

J  J 

yy 

1912  „ 

,.  1913 

724 

533 

45 

yy 

y  y 

1913  „ 

1914 

1698 

638 

55 

12 

yy 

yy 

1914  „ 

„  1915 

1689 

520 

73 

•  •  • 

yy 

1915  „ 

1916 

1071 

430 

42 

32 

yy 

y  y 

1916  „ 

„  1917 

1162 

541 

43 

31 

?» 

yy 

1917  „ 

1918 

1426 

763 

31 

48 

yy 

y  y 

1918  „ 

„  1919 

797 

825 

27 

46 

i 

yy 

yy 

1919  „ 

„  1920 

2656 

1106 

S61<? 

12 

8 

yy 

yy 

1920  „ 

Dec.  31,  1920 

1539 

388 

27 

2 

2 

yy 

Jan. 

1st  „ 

„  1921 

2509 

631 

112 

6 

2 

76 

yy 

yy 

1922 

1643 

681 

23 

4 

30 

6 

4 

21 

yy 

•y 

„  1923 

2080 

885 

198 

27 

218 

11 

,,, 

19 

yy 

yy 

„  1924 

7281 

1006 

74 

11 

262 

10 

1 

97 

5  ? 

y* 

„  1925 

5875 

1488 

45 

14 

501 

31 

4 

340 

5) 

yy 

yy 

„  1926 

5462 

1673 

295 

18 

604 

13 

6 

621 

9  „ 

yy 

„  1927 

7206 

1516 

292 

18 

499 

12 

108 

2057 

A 

yy 

1 1 

„  1928 

8481 

1639 

656 

19 

360 

6 

762 

4486 

i 

yy 

.,  1929 

11710 

2211 

293 

23 

355 

5 

393 

5898 

Totals  from  commencement  of 
Scheme  to  Dec.  81st,  1929  ... 

78197 

19576 

3632 

330 

2829 

96 

1278 

13626 

a  From  this  year  onwards,  excluding  Smethwick,  now  a  County 
Borough. 

b  Excluding  five  Pottery  Towns  which,  with  Hanley,  now 
constitutes  the  County  Borough  of  Stoke-on-Trent. 
c  Handsworth  added  to  Birmingham  C.B.,  November  9,  1911. 
cl  Including  109  Special  Blood  Examinations  from  Cheddleton 
Mental  Hospital. 

e  Including  336  blood  against  B.  typh,  and  A.  and  B.  para-typh. 

from  Cheddleton  Mental  Hospital. 
f  Portion  of  Administrative  County  transferred  to  Stoke-on- 
Trent  County  Borough  as  from  1st  April,  1922. 
g  Portion  of  Administrative  County  transferred  to  Wolver¬ 

hampton  County  Borough  as  from  1st  April,  1927. 
h  Portion  of  Administrative  County  transferred  to  City  of 

Birmingham  and  West  Bromwich  County  Borough  as 

from  1st  April,  1928. 

i  Portion  of  Administrative  County  transferred  to  Dudley 

County  Borough  as  from  1st  April,  1929, 
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County  Laboratory— Venereal  Diseases. 


The  total  number  of  general  bacteriological  specimens 
examined  during  the  year  was  20,888,  an  increase  of  4,479 
over  the  previous  year. 

Under  the  heading  “  Other  Examinations,”  5,898 
specimens  as  against  4,486  last  year,  were  examined,  and 
these  include,  in  addition  to  milk  samples  already  noted, 
specimens  in  connection  with  food  poisoning,  blood 
serum  for  B.  Abortus,  anthrax,  ice  cream  and  water. 

Details  of  the  milk  examinations  are  given  in  the 
appropriate  part  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  subject, 
whilst  the  work  under  the  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  will 
be  found  in  the  succeeding  section  of  the  report. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Under  the  County  Council  Scheme  agreements  have 
been  made  with  voluntary  hospitals  at  Stoke-on-Trent, 
Lichfield,  Wolverhampton,  Walsall,  Dudley  and  Stour¬ 
bridge,  for  the  establishment  of  special  clinics  for  the 
treatment  of  the  disease,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  at  the  County  Laboratory  for  the  examination  of 
specimens  received  from  the  Treatment  Centres  and 
from  medical  practitioners  practising  in  the  administra¬ 
tive  countv. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  examinations 
of  specimens  at  the  County  Laboratory  during  each 
quarter  of  the  year  : — 


Examinations  of  Pathological  Specimens  made  at  the 
County  Laboratory  under  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Scheme  during  the  year  1929. 


For  Detection 

of 

For 

Wassermann 

Reaction. 

Other 

Examina¬ 

tions. 

Total. 

Sr<i  rochetes 

Gonococci 

1st  Quarter 

•  • 

154 

725 

21 

900 

2nd  Quarter 

4 

151 

1145 

13 

1313 

3rd  Quarter 

♦  •  • 

145 

1060 

16 

1221 

4  th  Quarter 

•  • 

192 

1189 

21 

1402 

Total  . . 

4 

642 

4119 

71 

4836 

Venereal  Diseases 
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Out  of  the  toal  of  4,836  specimens,  1,797  were  from 
cases  within  the  administrative  county.  In  addition  to 
the  above,  6  bottles  of  vaccines  were  made  for  use  at  the 
clinics  and  3,660  Sigma  Reactions  were  done  during  the 
year,  whilst  the  Kahn  test  was  undertaken  in  118  cases. 


Under  “  Other  Examinations  ”  are  included  20  Cere¬ 
brospinal  Fluids  for  Cell  Count,  Globulin  and  Colloidal 
Gold  Test;  47  Complement  Fixation  Tests  for  Gonorr¬ 
hoea;  the  examination  of  2  urines  and  the  making  of  2 
cultures. 


In  the  following  table  the  numbers  treated  during  the 
vear  are  set  forth,  which  include  cases  from  the  countv 
who  attend  clinics  outside  the  area : — 

Staffordshire  Cases  treated  f  or  V  enereae  Diseases 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1929. 


Clinic 

Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

i 

[  Gonorrhoea 

Non-Venereal 

Total 

Attendances 

Birmingham  General  Hospital 

15 

10 

26 

51 

1870 

Bristol  (Royal  Infirmary). . 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Derby  „  „  .... 

5 

— ■ 

7 

4 

16 

207 

Dudley  Guest  Hospital 

18 

. — . 

31 

28 

77 

4520 

Lichfield  . 

5 

• — 

10 

8 

23 

741 

Stoke-on-Trent  (N  S.R.I.)  .  . 

61 

— 

55 

5 

121 

4817 

,,  (Shelton)  .  . 

10 

— 

40 

31 

81 

1952 

Stourbridge  (Corbett  Hospital) 

10 

— 

22 

8 

40 

2173 

Walsall . 

8 

— 

14 

10 

32 

800 

Wolverhampton  Royal 

Hospital . 

56 

111 

92 

259 

6244 

Liverpool  Royal  Southern 

Hospital  . 

_____ 

_ 

1 

. 

1 

1 

Rotberham  . 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

15 

Burton-on-Trent  . 

— 

— 

7 

— 

7 

98 

Totals 

188 

— 

309 

212 

709 

23739 

At  the  end  of  1929  there  were  30  medical  practitioners 
authorised  to  receive  free  supplies  of  Salvarsan  or  its 
substitutes  for  the  cases  of  syphilis  in  their  practice;  9 
doctors  on  the  list  availed  themselves  of  this  provision 
during  the  year. 
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In  comparing  the  total  number  of  cases  treated  at  the 
clinics  with  those  for  last  year,  it  has  been  found  that 
709  patients  were  treated  as  against  785  last  year,  whilst 
the  attendances  this  year  are  23,739  as  against  23,508. 
Bearing  in  mind  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases, 
the  number  of  attendances  this  year  is  satisfactory.  On 
examining  the  table  in  detail  with  that  for  last  year,  it  is 
found  that  there  is  a  reduction  in  both  patients  and  in 
the  number  of  attendances  at  the  Dudley  and  Walsall 
Clinics,  and  to  a  slighter  extent  also  at  the  Stourbridge 
Corbett  Hospital  Clinic  and  at  Wolverhampton.  On  the 
other  hand,  an  increase  is  noted  in  both  cases  and 
attendances  at  the  two  Stoke-on-Trent  Clinics.  The 
other  clinics  referred  to  in  the  table  are  included  because 
during  the  year  cases  from  the  administrative  county 
were  treated  in  them. 
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1. — Provision  and  Inspection  of  Midwives. 

The  work  undertaken  under  the  Midwives  Acts,  1902, 
1918,  and  1926,  relates  to  the  whole  of  the  administrative 
county,  with  an  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the 
year  of  709,950,  whilst  the  health  visiting  work  is  limited 
to  the  special  health  visiting  area  of  the  county  which 
now  has  a  population  of  306,395,  an  increase  of  245  since 
last  year,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General. 

275  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  262  were  trained  and  13  were 
bona-fide  midwives.  The  only  change  since  last  year  is 
a  reduction  in  the  number  of  trained  midwives  by  one. 
In  addition  to  these,  95  midwives  residing  in  County 
Boroughs  and  adjoining  counties,  have  also  notified  their 
intention  to  practise  within  the  administrative  county, 
compared  with  89  last  year. 
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The  ages  of  midvives  who  were  practising  in  the 
administrative  county  in  the  10  years,  1920-1929,  are 
indicated  in  groups  in  the  following  table,  from  which  it 
will  be  observed  that  the  majority  are  under  45  years 
of  age  : — - 


21  to  45 

45  to  65 

65  and  up  wards 

Totals. 

YEAR. 

X 

r—H 

Co 

U 

33 

33 

d 

HH 

33 

IS 

X 

. 

U 

Q 

"3 

"5 

o 

"S 

d 

o 

P3 
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d 
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o 

O 

02 

55 

o 

o 

02 

55 

O 

02 

55 

O 

o 

02 

1920  ... 

50 

50 

61 

36 

20 

22 

19 

24 

15 

105 

94 

98 

1921  ... 

58 

52 

60 

28 

22 

23 

21 

21 

16 

107 

95 

99 

1922  ... 

51 

64 

68 

21 

21 

21 

14 

16 

14 

86 

101 

103 

1923  ... 

55 

59 

66 

21 

27 

18 

14 

16 

11 

90 

102 

95 

1924  ... 

50 

56 

62 

22 

26 

19 

14 

11 

12 

86 

93 

93 

1925  ... 

54 

64 

63 

27 

24 

23 

13 

8 

10 

94 

96 

96 

1926  ... 

50 

63 

74 

26 

26 

15 

13 

9 

9 

89 

98 

98 

1927  ... 

55 

57 

72 

26 

30 

15 

6 

5 

8 

87 

92 

95 

1928  ... 

58 

60 

79 

24 

29 

13 

3 

5 

5 

85 

94 

97 

1929  ... 

1  50 

59 

79 

28 

27 

17 

4 

6 

5 

82 

92 

101 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives  during 
1929  in  the  three  areas  of  the  county  are  as  follows  : — - 


No.  of 
Midwives. 

Births 

attended 

Total 

Births. 

Percentage 
attended  by 
Midwives. 

Mean  num¬ 
ber  of  cases 
attended  per 
Midwife. 

North 

82 

2026 

2995 

67.6 

24.7 

Central 

92 

2750 

3687 

74.6 

29.9 

South 

101 

5378 

6443 

83.5 

53.2 

These  do  not  include  cases  taken  by  midwives  in  their 
capacity  as  maternity  nurses.  It  will  be  observed  that 
in  the  south  of  the  county  the  midwives  attended  83.5  per 
cent,  of  confinements  where  the  population  is  more  urban 
in  character,  whilst  in  the  northern  area  only  67.6  per 
cent,  were  midwives’  cases,  which  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
this  is  a  more  sparsely  populated  area  and  particularly 
in  one  portion  of  it  the  midwifery  provision  is  not  good. 

The  total  number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives  only 
in  the  administrative  county  during  1929  was  10,154,  the 
number  of  births  registered  being  13,125.  The 
percentage  taken  by  midwives  in  the  county  is,  therefore. 
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77.4  compared  with  76.5  in  the  previous  year.  The  mid¬ 
wives  also  attended  1,551  cases  as  maternity  nurses,  of 
which  478  were  in  the  northern  area,  360  in  the  central, 
and  713  in  the  south  of  the  county.  The  proportion  of 
the  maternity  cases  to  the  total  cases  taken  by  midwives 
in  their  capacity  either  as  midwives  or  maternity  nurses 
in  the  three  areas  of  the  county  is  19.1  per  cent,  in  the 
northern,  11.6  per  cent,  in  the  central,  and  11.7  per  cent,  in 
the  southern  area.  The  number  of  births  that  were  not 
attended  by  midwives  in  their  capacity  as  midwives  or 
maternity  nurses  in  the  administrative  county  is  1,420, 
of  which  491  are  in  the  northern  area,  577  in  the  central, 
and  352  in  the  south  of  the  county. 

In  compliance  with  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  3,531  notifications  have  been  received  from 
certified  midwives  in  1929  under  the  four  headings  set 
forth  in  the  following  table,  which  includes  figures  for 
comparison  with  the  past  9  years,  together  with  the 

number  of  births  attended  by  midwives : — 

{ 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  notifica¬ 
tions  under  four  headings  received  during  the  past  nine 
years,  together  with  the  number  of  births  attended  by 
midwives : — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

IS  umber  of  Births  at¬ 
tended  by  Midwives 

12800 

13033 

11637 

11382 

11780 

12201 

10282 

10523 

10154 

Sending  for  medical 
help . 

1918 

1992 

1894 

2083 

2219 

2523 

2564 

2764 

3154 

Still  Births  .  . 

244 

245 

230 

211 

190 

208 

212 

208 

233 

Death  of  Mother .  . 

4 

1 

5 

4 

11 

20 

6 

13 

17 

Death  of  Child 

39 

29 

20 

61 

60 

70 

115 

117 

127 

During  the  year  investigation  has  been  made  with  a 
view  to  seeing  to  what  extent  midwives  have  had  occasion 
to  call  in  medical  assistance  at  confinements  over  a  period 
of  15  years.  The  results  are  shown  in  the  accompanying 
table,  from  which  it  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been 
a  large  increase  in  this  period,  of  the  requests  for  medical 
help,  which  can  be  ascribed  to  the  better  trained  type  of 
midwife  that  is  now  practising.  This  is  also  reflected  in 
the  increase  in  the  fees  paid  by  the  County  Council  to 
medical  practitioners,  as  shown  in  a  subsequent  table. 
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Number  of  Practising  Midwives,  Confinements 
taken  by  Mid  wives  and  Doctor’s  Calls 
1915—1929. 


Year. 

No  of 
Practising 
Midwives 

Trained. 

Not 

Trained. 

No.  of  Confine¬ 
ments  taken  by 
Midwives  as 
Midwdves. 

Doctor’s 
Calls 
(Mother 
or  child) 

°/o  of 

Medical 

Calls. 

1915 

320 

!  129 

191 

11,325 

1,209 

10.7 

1916 

307 

1  137 

170 

10,632 

1,291 

12.1 

1917 

301 

145 

156  i 

10,377 

1,202 

11.6 

1918 

288 

152 

136  | 

10,174 

1,165 

11.4 

1919 

284 

179 

105 

10,616 

1,809 

17.0 

1920 

286 

181 

105 

13,770 

1,769 

12.8 

1921 

301 

207 

94 

12,800 

1,948 

15.2 

1922 

290 

224 

66 

13,033 

1,992 

15.3 

1923 

287 

230 

57 

11,637 

1,894 

16.2 

1924 

272 

225 

47 

11,382 

2,083 

18.3 

1925 

286 

247 

39 

11,780 

2,219 

18.8 

1926 

285 

250 

35 

12,201 

2,523 

20.7 

1927 

274 

252 

22 

10,282 

2,564 

24.9 

1928 

276 

263 

13 

10,523 

2,764 

26.2 

1929 

275 

262 

13 

10,154 

3,154 

31.0 
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The  following  figures  show  the  causes  which  occasioned 
the  sending  for  medical  help 


Causes  of  sending  for  Medical  aid. 

Northern 

District. 

Central 

District. 

Southern 

District. 

Total. 

Pregnancy  : 

Abortion  . 

17 

41 

29 

87 

Threatened  abortion  . 

19 

20 

10 

49 

Puffiness  of  face  and  hands  ... 

9 

3 

7 

19 

Premature  birth  . 

3 

4 

3 

10 

Fainting . 

2 

2 

5 

9 

Varicose  veins  . 

7 

12 

22 

41 

Fits 

a.  i  •  •••  •••  •••  «  *  • 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Vaginal  discharge . 

6 

1 

10 

17 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

7 

31 

53 

91 

Excessive  sickness  . 

6 

6 

19 

31 

boss  of  blood  . . 

1 

19 

17 

37 

History  of  previous  still-births 
and  abortions  . 

4 

4 

23 

31 

Odema  of  legs  . 

o 

o 

9 

5 

17 

Albuminuria . . 

13 

22 

45 

80 

Sore  of  genitals  . 

1 

_ 

7 

8 

Contracted  pelvis . 

- — 

7 

8 

15 

Eabour  : 

Abnormal  presentation 

99 

183 

266 

548 

60 

24 

86 

170 

Delayed  or  difficult  . 

124 

215 

340 

679 

Placenta  praevia  . 

7 

3 

12 

22 

Haemorrhage  ante  . 

29 

30 

38 

97 

Ditto  post  . 

22 

26 

36 

84 

Eclampsia  . 

5 

_ 

3 

8 

Prolapse  of  cord  . . 

4 

7 

5 

16 

Eacerated  perinaeum  . 

121 

151 

275 

547 

Retained  placenta*  and  mem¬ 
branes  . 

13 

25 

32 

70 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

8 

10 

10 

28 

Inertia  . 

22 

36 

58 

Contracted  pelvis . 

9 

2 

1 1 

Purulent  discharge  . . 

1 

1 

9 

•  •  •  •••  •••  9  9  9  9  9  U 

5 

3 

8 

Albuminuria . 

5 

1 

— 

6 

435 

534 

837 

1806 
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Causes  of  sending  for  medical  aid. 

Northern 

District. 

Central 

District. 

Southern 

District. 

Total. 

IyYING-IN  : 

High  temperature  . 

22 

29 

52 

103 

Inflamed  and  painful  leg 

5 

17 

7 

29 

Convulsions  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

26 

22 

36 

84 

Offensive  lochia  . 

3 

— 

7 

10 

Unusual  swelling  of  breasts  .. 

3 

5 

6 

14 

Abdominal  swelling  and 
tenderness  . 

— 

3 

5 

8 

59 

77 

113 

249 

Child  : 

Deformities  . 

9 

7 

35 

51 

Convulsions  . 

3 

5 

1 

9 

Inflamed  &  discharging  eyes 

35 

31 

127 

193 

Feebleness  and  prematurity  .. 

14 

53 

111 

178 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

15 

21 

21 

57 

JLVCXOXJ.  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

4 

3 

9 

Pemphigus  . 

2 

— 

9 

11 

Spina  Bifida . 

3 

5 

8 

16 

Hare  lip  and  cleft  palate  ... 

— ■ 

2 

2 

4 

Club  foot  . 

— 

4 

6 

10 

Serious  skin  eruption  . 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Injuries  during  birth  . 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Jaundiced  ..  . 

3 

2 

— 

5 

Triplets  . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

86 

139 

326 

551 

Grand  Total  . 

679 

933 

1542 

3154 
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In  addition  to  the  routine  enquiries  conducted  by  the 
Midwives  Inspectors,  5  irregularities  were  specially 
investigated,  3  being  in  respect  of  one  midwife.  As  a 
result,  the  name  of  one  midwife  was  removed  from  the 
Roll  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  another  was  string¬ 
ently  cautioned  by  that  body,  and  a  third  was  cautioned 
by  me  as  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority. 

Since  the  Act  came  into  operation,  the  names  of  112 
midwives  have  been  removed  from  the  Roll  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  action  taken  by  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority. 

During  the  year  the  deaths  of  3  practising  midwives 
were  reported. 

In  1929,  8  District  Nursing  Associations  who  under¬ 
take  midwifery  were  subsided  to  the  extent  of  £318.  15s. 
Od.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  5  midwives  in 
private  practice  receiving  subsidies,  and  another  midwife 
is  provided  with  a  telephone  by  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  in  order  that  the  area  of  her  practice  can  be 
enlarged  to  include  two  somewhat  isolated  villages.  On 
December  31st,  1929,  there  were  64  local  Nursing  Associ¬ 
ations  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and 
7  non-affiliated  local  Nursing  Associations  undertaking 
midwifery.  The  latter  are  the  Alrewas,  Essington,  Penn, 
Stafford,  Stone  and  Tutbury  Nursing  Associations,  and 
the  Wolstanton  Nursing  Association  have  agreed  to  take 
emergency  cases  only. 

The  Post-Certificate  Course  of  Training  at  the  Tipton 
Training  Home  for  practising  midwives,  which  started 
in  November,  1925,  has  been  continued.  Six  midwives  in 
private  practice  and  3  from  local  Nursing  Associations, 
have  attended  the  Course,  which  is  of  a  fortnight’s 
duration.  Under  the  scheme,  each  practising  midwife 
will  be  given  an  opportunity  of  attending  the  course  every 
four  years. 

Under  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  a 
midwife  has  to  send  for  medical  help  if  any  abnormality 
occurs,  and  in  the  Midwives’  Act,  1918,  provision  is  made 
for  the  payment  of  the  doctor  called  in  in  this  way,  the 
fees  allowed  being  according  to  a  scale  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 
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During  the  financial  year  ending  March,  1930,  3,319 
notifications  of  sending  for  medical  help  were  received, 
and  out  of  this  number  medical  practitioners  claimed 
their  fees  from  the  County  Council  in  1,810  cases,  that  is, 
55  per  cent,  of  the  possible  claims. 


The  fees  paid  by  the  County  Council  are  as  follows : — 


Fees  Paid  to  Medical  Practitioners  Under 
Midwives  Act,  1918. 


Financial 

Year. 

No.  of 

Notifications 
of  sending  for 
Medical  Aid. 

No.  of 
Claims 
received. 

Percentage 
of  Claims 
received  to 
Notifications. 

Total 

amount  paid 
to  Doctors 
during  year. 

Amounts 
recovered 
from  Patients 
during  year. 

°/ 

/  O 

£ 

s 

Q, 

£  s.  d. 

1925 — 26 

2228 

780 

35 

1100 

15 

0 

366  9  9 

1928—27 

2641 

1147 

43 

1702 

19 

3 

408  4  6 

1927—28 

2556 

1136 

44 

1598 

5 

9 

503  1  0 

1928—29 

2874 

1419 

49 

2053 

0 

6 

599  12  3 

1920—30 

3319 

1810- 

55 

2352 

17 

6 

723  6  9 

The  cost  of  collection  is  £200  per  year.  It  will  be 
observed  that  each  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
percentage  of  claims  of  fees  from  doctors  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  requests  for  medical  assistance.  On  the 
other  hand,  during  each  year,  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  amount  recovered  from  patients. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  income  scale, 
which  was  drawn  up  for  the  guidance  of  the  Collector 
when  making  application  for  the  recovery  of  the  fees, 
which  is  as  follows:— 


(i.)  Where  the  net  weekly  income  of  the  family 
after  deducting  3s.  6d.  for  each  child  under  14 
years  of  age  does  not  exceed  30s.,  the  County 
Council  shall  not  claim  repayment  of  the 
medical  practitioner’s  fee. 
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(ii.)  Where  the  net  weekly  income  of  the  family, 
calculated  as  above,  is  over  30s.  but  does  not 
exceed  45s.,  the  County  Council  shall  claim 
repayment  of  one-half  of  such  fee. 

(iii.)  Where  the  net  weekly  income  of  the  family, 
calculated  as  above,  exceeds  45s.,  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  of  such  fee  shall  be 
claimed. 

Owing  to  the  varying  charges  made  for  mileage  by 
the  medical  practitioners,  an  arrangement  has  been  made 
with  the  Local  Branch  of  the  British  Medical  Association 
for  a  uniform  mileage  fee  of  Is.  6d.  per  mile  one  way  only 
after  two  miles  from  the  doctor’s  residence. 


2. — Work  Under  the  Health  Visiting  Scheme. 

As  already  mentioned,  the  County  Health  Visiting 
area  serves  a  population  of  306,395,  which  includes  13 
urban  and  14  rural  districts,  as  well  as  two  parishes 
forming  part  of  the  one  of  the  rural  districts  in 
Shropshire. 

(i.)  Combined  Clinics. 

At  the  end  of  December,  1929,  there  were  29  combined 
School  Clinics  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  7  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  four  of  which  are  in  the  Seisdon  Rural 
District;  the  remaining  3  are  held  at  Portobello 
Wesleyan  School,  Willenhall,  Warslow,  and  Great 
Haywood.  At  1 1  of  the  larger  Centres  the  Committee 
have  pro\Tided  equipment  for  ante-natal  work,  as  was 
explained  in  last  year’s  report.  The  midwives  are 
encouraged  to  bring  their  patients  to  these  Clinics  for 
examination,  but  as  no  treatment  is  afforded,  if  this  is 
found  to  be  necessary,  the  midwife  is  advised  to  call  in  the 
family  doctor  so  that  the  Clinic  does  not  in  any  way 
take  over  the  responsibility  of  the  midwife  in  this  matter. 

In  the  County  Health  Visiting  Area,  there  are  three 
voluntary  Centres,  namely,  at  Mayfield,  Rocester  and 
Tutbury,  who  work  quite  apart  from  the  County  Council 
Scheme. 
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In  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  report  will  be  found 
details  of  the  work  at  the  Centres. 

In  1929,  587  attendances  were  made  by  expectant 
mothers  compared  with  680  in  the  previous  year. 

20,195  children  under  one  year,  as  against  20,080  in 
1928;  and  22,271  as  against  21,942  children  between  one 
and  five  years,  attended  the  Centres. 

The  numbers  shown  are  somewhat  similar  to  those  in 
last  year’s  report.  I  regret  to  note  that  there  has  been 
some  falling  off  in  the  attendances  of  expectant  mothers. 
Those  of  children  of  under  one  year  are  slightly  larger, 
as  well  as  in  children  between  two  and  five  years  of  age. 

Arrangements  are  now  being  made  for  affording 
facilities  at  every  Centre  for  ante-natal  work,  and  mothers 
will  be  encouraged  to  attend  also  for  post-natal  examina¬ 
tion.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  it  has  already  been 
started  in  one  Centre  but  like  ante-natal  consultations  it 
will  be,  I  am  afraid,  a  considerable  time  before  it  can  be 
developed. 

I  am  especially  glad  to  record  an  increase  in  the 
attendances  of  the  older  children,  though  clearly  we 
cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  numbers  shown  in  the  report 
and  we  shall  continue  to  try  to  induce  the  mothers  in 
every  possible  way  to  bring  their  children  for  examina¬ 
tion.  The  effect  of  this  work  is  shown  in  the  number  of 
defects  found  in  children  entering  school,  and  although 
we  cannot  at  present  be  satisfied  with  our  efforts,  encour¬ 
agement  can  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  percentage  of 
defects  discovered  in  this  county  would  appear  to  be 
lower  than  in  the  average  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 


The  names  and  addresses  of  the  centres  are  as  follows: — - 


Aldridge 
Audlev  ... 
Biddulph 
Brockmoor 
Brownhills 

Cheadle  ... 


Assembly  Rooms. 

Primitive  Methodist  Schools. 
Church  Hall. 

St.  John’s  School. 

Mount  Zion  Primitive  Methodist 
Schools. 

Charles  Street  Wesleyan  School. 
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Cheddleton 

Codsall  . 

Eccleshall 

Gnosall  . 

Great  Haywood 
Harriseahead 
Kidsgrove 
Kingswinford 

Kinver  ... 

Lichfield 
Lower  Gornal 
Madeley 
Norton  Canes 

Pelsall  . 

Penn  . 

Pensnett 

Quarry  Bank... 

Rugeley . 

Sedgley . 

Short  Heath  ... 

Talke  . 

Tam  worth 
Uttoxeter 

Walsall  Wood 


Warslow 
Wednesfield  ... 
Willenhall 


...  Parish  Institute. 

...  Trinity  Lree  Chapel  School, 

...  Church  Army  Social  Centre,  Old 
School. 

...  Memorial  Institute. 

...  Memorial  Hall. 

...  Wesleyan  Sunday  School. 

...  Town  Hall. 

...  Wesleyan  Methodist  School, 
Moss  Grove. 

...  The  Old  Conservative  Club,  Dark 
Lane. 

...  Mill  House,  City  Station  Road. 

...  Memorial  Hall. 

...  Ex-Servicemen’s  Institute. 

. ..  Craddock  Memorial  Schools. 

...  Wesleyan  Central  Hall. 

...  St.  Philip’s  Church  Rooms,  Penn 
Lields. 

...  St.  James’  United  Methodist 
School. 

...  Primitive  Methodist  School,  New 
Road. 

...  Congregational  Sunday  School, 
Heron  Court. 

...  Bleak  House. 

...  Church  Institute. 

...  New  Road  Wesleyan  School. 

...  Wesleyan  Schools,  Victoria  Road 

...  Congregational  Sunday  School, 
Carter  Street. 

...  Primitive  Methodist  School, 
Lichfield  Road. 

...  Old  Temperance  House. 

...  Church  Institute. 

...  Nurses’  Home,  Walsall  Road. 
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Willenhall, 

Portobello  ...  Wesleyan  School,  Brickiln  Street 

Wombourn  . Wombourn  Institute. 

Wordsley  . Primitive  Methodist  School. 

At  these  Centres  the  work  is  chiefly  educational,  and 
the  cases  requiring  treatment  are  sent  to  their  family 
doctor,  except  crippling  conditions,  and  those  who  must 
be  seen  by  an  ophthalmic  surgeon.  With  regard  to  the 
former,  101  cases  as  against  79  last  year,  were  sent  to 
Orthopaedic  Hospitals  for  out-patient  treatment  in  the 
first  instance,  5  being  treated  as  in-patients.  In  addition, 
9  more  patients  recommended  for  in-patient  treatment 
in  the  previous  year  were  dealt  with. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  diseases  treated 


Bow  Legs  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Cerebral  Diplegia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Club  Foot  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Congenital  Deformities  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Dislocation  of  Hip  ...  2 

Flat  Feet  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Hammer  Toe...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infantile  Paralysis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inverted  Feet  ...  ...  ...  4 

Knock  Knees  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Metatarsus  Varus  ...  ...  ...  3 

Over-riding  Toes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Paralysis  caused  by  Poliomyelitis  1 
Rickets  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Spastic  Hemiplegia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Spastic  Paraplegia  ...  ...  ...  3 

Spinal  Curvature  ...  ...  ...  1 

Torticollis  (Right)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unable  to  walk  or  sit  up  ...  ...  1 


In  three  instances  no  treatment  was  advised. 

The  ophthalmic  surgeon  of  the  Education  Committee 
examined  71  cases  referred  to  him  by  the  Medical  Officers 
of  the  Centres  and  also  saw  185  cases  examined 
previously  when  attending  the  clinics.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  prescribe  glasses  in  45  cases,  and  8  received 
treatment  other  than  by  glasses.  In  8  necessitous  cases 
glasses  were  provided  by  the  Committee. 
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(ii)  Health  Visitors. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  38  whole-time 
Health  Visitors  who  serve  a  population  of  227,777,  two  of 
which  have  been  appointed  as  lecturers  on  mother-craft. 
These  Health  Visitors  work  in  the  more  thickly  popul¬ 
ated  portions  of  the  County  Health  Visiting  Area  except 
in  the  rural  districts  of  Cheadle,  Leek,  Kingswinford, 
Tutbury  and  Walsall.  In  the  remainder  the  work  is 
undertaken  by  46  part-time  Health  Visitors  serving  a 
population  of  78,618.  These  District  Nurses  are 
appointed  by  District  Nursing  Associations. 

The  arrangement  for  the  instruction  of  the  Health 
Visitors  has  been  continued  this  year.  On  appointment, 
each  is  attached  to  the  Health  Visitors  for  the  Sedgley 
area  for  one  month,  and  during  the  winter  months, 
lectures  are  given  at  Stafford  on  various  subjects 
connected  with  the  health  visitor’s  work. 

The  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year 
are  as  follows  : — 

To  expectant  Mothers  ...  (1)  First  visits,  1,723 

(2)  Total  visits,  5,030 

To  infants  under  1  year  (1)  First  visits,  5,018. 

(2)  Total  visits,  41,410 

To  children  1  to  5  years,  Total  visits,  79,158. 

No  maternity  homes  have  been  established  by  the 
County  Council  as  yet,  but  they  have  arrangements  with 
the  Mrs.  Legge  Memorial  Home,  Wolverhampton,  for 
dealing  with  prospective  unmarried  mothers,  who  are 
received  at  the  home  for  their  confinement  and  remain 
there  for  six  months.  The  County  Council  contribute 
40/-  per  patient  for  six  weeks,  the  cost  for  the  remainder 
of  the  period  being  defrayed  from  philanthropic  sources. 
By  this  means  15  cases  were  dealt  with  in  1929. 

In  addition,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  mid¬ 
wifery  cases  to  be  sent  from  the  Health  Visiting  Area  to 
the  following  Maternity  Homes: — Ashbourne,  Newport, 
Bath  Road  Maternity  Home,  Wolverhampton,  and  Tipton 
Maternity  Home. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
North  Staffordshire  Infirmary  to  receive  cases  of  special 
difficulty  that  could  not  safely  remain  at  home, 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  premises  regist¬ 
ered  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927, 
was  18,  and  during  the  year  2  exemptions  from  registra¬ 
tion  were  allowed  and  one  granted  in  the  previous  year 
was  continued.  Four  applications  for  registration  were 
received  in  1929,  of  which  3  were  granted  and  one  with¬ 
drawn.  The  18  homes  registered,  with  the  exception  of 
4,  are  for  one  or  two  beds  only. 


Under  Section  2  (1)  of  the  Midwives  and  Maternity 
Homes  Act,  a  total  of  £4  2s.  9d.  was  allowed  by  the 
County  Council  to  various  midwives  as  compensation  for 
loss  of  practice  on  suspension  after  being  in  contact  with 
a  septic  case,  the  midwife  in  each  instance  not  being  in 
default. 


At  the  end  of  1928  an  extension  of  the  Health  Visiting 
Scheme  was  approved  by  the  County  Council,  which 
provided  for  lectures  on  Mother-craft  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  by  three  specially  appointed  Health 
Visitors,  but  owing  to  difficulty  being  experienced  in 
making  these  appointments,  the  work  did  not  actually 
begin  until  December  of  this  year  and  then  only  in  two 
of  the  three  portions  of  the  Health  Visiting  Area.  It  was 
arranged  that  as  far  as  possible  the  lectures  should  take 
the  form  of  informal  talks  to  mothers  rather  than  set 
lectures  and  they  are  given  during  the  session  of"  each 
Welfare  Centre.  I  append  details  of  the  syllabus  but 
this  is  not  rigidly  followed  as  talks  actually  given  are 
arranged  after  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of 
each  Centre. 


Ante-Natal  Care. 

1st  Talk. — Needs  of  expectant  mother;  exercise,  diet, 
etc.  Reasons  for  keeping  in  good  health  and 
early  booking  with  doctor  and  midwife. 

2nd  Talk. — Fresh  air,  exercise,  rest  and  sleep.  Bathing; 

Care  of  teeth;  care  and  preparation  of 
breasts. 

3rd  Talk. — Preparation  for  confinement — room. 

self. 

infant. 
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Feeding  of  Infants. 

1st  Talk. — Natural  feeding — what  it  means  and  how  it 
functions. 

2nd  Talk.- — Intervals  and  number  of  feeds;  care  of 
breasts. 

3rd  Talk- — Re-establishment  of  breast  feeding. 

4tli  Talk.- — Necessity  for  artificial  feeding,  dangers  to 
guard  against. 

5th  Talk. — Capacity  of  infants  stomach.  Quantities. 
Dangers  of  overfeeding. 

6th  Talk. — Food  elements- — protein,  fat,  sugar,  water, 
vitamines — how  each  is  provided. 

7tli  Talk. — Various  kinds  of  milk. 

8th  Talk. — -Cleanliness.  Storing  of  milk. 

9th  Talk. — Preparation  of  feeds.  Care  of  bottles  and 
teats. 

10th  Talk. — How  to  wean.  Dangers  to  guard  against. 

Care  of  Infants. 

1st  Talk. — Fresh  air.  Exercise.  Sleep. 

2nd  Talk. — Bathing.  Warmth.  Dangers  of  comforters. 

3rd  Talk. — Need  for  clothing.  Aesthetic  value. 

Simplicity. 

Clothing  of  Infants. 

1st  Talk.- — Texture.  Weight. 

2nd  Talk. — Efficiency.  Kinds  of  clothing. 

3rd  Talk. — Washing  of  woollen  garments. 

Care  of  Toddler. 

1st  Talk. — Diet. 

2nd  Talk.— Teething  (use  of  toothbrush). 

3rd  Talk. — Fresh  air.  Exercise.  Bathing.  Clothing. 

4th  Talk. — Muscular  development. 

Brain  development. 

5th  Talk.- — Keeping  child  healthy  (infectious  diseases). 

6th  Talk. — Sleeping — various  kinds  of  cots.  Safeguard¬ 
ing  against  injury. 

7th  Talk.- — Lessons  in  breathing  and  use  of  handkerchief. 
8th  Talk. — Formation  of  character. 

9th  Talk. — Habits,  good  and  bad. 
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Hygiene  of  Home. 

1st  Talk. — Woman  as  mother  (how  to  deal  with  minor 
accidents  and  injuries). 

2nd  Talk. — Woman  as  Manager  of  the  home. 

3rd  Talk. — Cleanliness  in  home  (attention  to  sinks  and 
drains). 

4tli  Talk. — Preparation  and  storing  of  food. 

5th  Talk. — Destroying  of  refuse. 

6th  Talk. — Flies  and  insect  pests. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  in  1929  was  79  per  thousand 
births  as  against  62  last  year.  The  rate  in  urban  districts 
was  85  compared  with  65  and  in  the  rural  districts  64  as 
against  55  in  the  previous  year.  In  England  and  Wales 
in  1929  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  74  compared  with 
65  last  year.  In  the  previous  report  it  was  stated  that  the 
infant  mortality  rate  for  1928  was  the  lowest  yet  record¬ 
ed,  largely  due  to  the  low  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 
This  year,  the  increase  in  the  deaths  of  infants  as  given 
in  the  Registrar  Generabs  returns,  is  caused  chiefly  by 
those  from  whooping  cough  and  its  complications, 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  and  if  this  disease  could  have 
been  excluded  the  infant  mortality  rate  would  have  been 
as  satisfactory  as  last  year. 

The  midwives  during  the  year  have  reported  127 
deaths  of  infants  during  the  first  10  days  of  life,  the 
cause  of  death  being  grouped  as  follows 


Asphixiated  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Congenital  heart  ...  ...  ...  9 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  10 

Deformities  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Feebleness  and  Prematurity  ...  79 

Injury  at  birth  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inattention  at  birth  ...  ...  ...  4 

Malaena  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septic  jaundice  ...  ...  ...  2 

Over-laying  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia 

Spina  Bifida  ..,  ..,  ...  ...  1 
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Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  maternal  deaths 
throughout  the  country  has  remained  constant  over  a 
long  period  of  years,  a  special  committee  has  been  set  up 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  further  investigate  this 
matter,  and  arrangements  made  with  maternity  and  child 
welfare  authorities  throughout  the  country  to  specially 
investigate  every  maternal  death  in  their  area  and  report 
the  facts  to  this  committee.  In  this  county  the  investig¬ 
ations  are  undertaken  bv  the  whole-time  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  in  areas  where  there  is  a  separate  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  scheme,  and  in  the  other  parts  by 
selected  Medical  Officers  who  are  in  charge  of  the  County 
Council  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  These  officers  are 
empowered  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  consultants  when 
necessary  during  their  investigations  which  are  of  an 
exhaustive  character,  and  are  drawn  up  in  the  form  laid 
down  by  the  special  committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
With  such  information  before  them  the  special  committee 
will  then  be  in  a  position  to  review  the  whole  subject 
and  formulate  further  measures  to  reduce  this  loss  of  life 
as  well  as  invalidity  from  childbirth. 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Regulations. 

In  the  last  2  Annual  Reports  the  scheme  adopted  by 
the  County  Council  for  carrying  out  the  duties  imposed 
by  these  Regulations  was  set  forth.  The  following  is  the 
number  of  notifications  received  in  1929: — 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  Notifications,  1929. 

In  Health  Not  in  Health 
Visiting  Area.  Visiting  Area.  Total 

Urban  Districts...  25  ...  47  ...  72 

Rural  Districts  ...  18  ...  12  ...  30 

102 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  is  defined  as  any  febrile  condition 
occurring  in  women  within  21  days  after  childbirth  or 
miscarriage,  in  which  a  temperature  of  100.4  or  more  has 
been  sustained  during  a  period  of  24  hours  or  has  recurred 
during  that  period.  Cases  of  puerperal  fever  are 
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included  in  this  definition,  but  as  the  latter  condition  can 
still  be  notified  we  continue  to  receive  a  certain  number 
which  this  year  were  as  follows: — 

Puerperal  Fever  Notifications,  1929. 

In  Health  Not  in  Health 
Visiting  Area.  Visiting  Area.  Total 
Urban  Districts...  4  ...  12  ...  16 

Rural  Districts  ...  14  ...  3  ...  17 


33 


The  midwives  under  their  rules  have  also  to  notify  to 
the  Local  Supervising  Authority  any  rise  of  temperature 
in  their  practice  and  these,  which  number  117,  were 
specially  investigated  by  the  Midwives  Inspectors,  who 
reported  that  the  conditions  to  which  this  was  due  were 


as  follows : — 

Abortion  (Haemorrhage)  ...  ...  1 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  ...  1 

B.  Coli  infection  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cellulitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Complicated  Labour  ...  ...  3 

Cystitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Emotion  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Engorged  Breast  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flushed  Breast  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inflamed  Breast  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inflamed  Leg  ...  ...  ...  3 

Injury  to  Cervix  ...  ...  ...  1 

Local  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  Lochia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  1 

Retained  Clot  ...  ...  ...  1 

Retained  Membranes  ...  ...  3 

Sapraemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Septic  Abortion  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septicaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Severe  Lacerations  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stitch  Abscess  ...  .  1 
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Suppression  of  Urine  ...  ...  2 

Thrombosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unsatisfactory  Condition  ...  ...  2 

White  Leg-  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gastric  Influenza  ..  ...  2 

Gastritis  ...  ..  ..  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Previous  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  .  1 

Severe  Cough  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


It  will  be  observed  that  in  several  instances  the  rise 
of  temperature  could  not  be  definitely  associated  with  the 
puerperal  state,  and,  although  these  special  investigations 
have  taken  up  much  time  of  the  Midwives’  Inspectors, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  they  were  worth  while  and  have 
resulted  in  no  case  of  septic  condition  of  the  genital  tract 
being  overlooked.  In  each  case  the  midwife,  according 
to  her  rules,  had  to  call  in  a  medical  practitioner,  so  that 
appropriate  treatment  could  be  given.  Such  cases  as 
comply  with  the  definition  given  would  then  be  notified 
by  the  medical  practitioner  under  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Regulations,  and  during  the  year  a  second  opinion  was 
obtained  in  10  cases,  and  13  cases  sent  to  hospital.  In 
one  instance  the  patient  remained  at  home  and  a  special 
nurse  was  provided. 

Still-Births. — 233  still-births  were  reported  by  mid¬ 
wives,  associated  with  the  following  conditions : — 


Albuminuria 

...  12 

Ante-Partum  PIsemorrhage 

...  10 

Cord  prolapse 

...  4 

Cord,  round  neck 

...  11 

Deformities  ... 

...  24 

Difficult  Labour 

...  12 

Fall  and  Shock 

...  16 

Ill-Nourished 

...  1 

86  Maternal  Mortality. — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Maceration 
Malpresentation 
Placenta  Prgevia 
Premature 
Spina  Bifida  ... 

Unsatisfactory  Condition  of  Mother 
Injury  during  Birth  ... 

History  of  previous  still-births 
and  abortions 


56 

12 

3 

23 

6 

19 

8 

16 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — The  accompanying 
Table  shows  the  cases  for  the  last  six  years,  together 
with  those  treated  at  hospitals  or  at  home,  with  the 
result  obtained.  It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  193  cases,  190 
were  completely  cured,  which  is  a  very  highly  satisfact¬ 
ory  result  in  view  of  the  virulent  nature  of  this  disease. 
It  will  also  be  noted  that  only  a  small  proportion  of 
children  were  sent  to  hospital,  14  had  to  be  received  as 
in-patients,  whilst  in  9  cases  out-patient  treatment 
sufficed. 


Notified 

CASES. 

Treated. 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths. 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

1924 

109 

89 

20 

107 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1925 

13S 

96 

*42 

135 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1926 

106 

149 

f  17 

162 

3 

•  *  * 

1 

1927 

166 

135 

HI 

162 

3 

•  o  f 

I 

1928 

1 45 

129 

§16 

143 

... 

... 

O 

1929 

198 

170 

+23 

190 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

3 

*  One  case  removed  from  district ;  result  not  known, 
f  12  In-Patients,  5  Out-Patients. 


t  18 

18 

§  ' 

9 

+  11 

9 

11 

w. 

D.  CARRUTHERS, 

Stafford , 
August,  1930. 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Infantile  Mortality — Maternal  Mortality.  81 

These  deaths  were  met  with  in  the  practice  of  mid¬ 
wives  and  the  number  has  no  relation  to  the  infantile 
death-rate  which  is  calculated  on  the  total  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births,  the  total  number 
of  such  deaths  in  the  administrative  county  being  1,043. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

In  the  accompanying  table  the  maternal  mortality  rate 
showing  the  deaths  per  thousand  births  in  the  last  10 
years  is  given,  from  which  it  will  be  observed  that 
although  there  is  not  much  alteration  in  this  death-rate 
from  year  to  year,  it  is  unfortunately  actually  higher  than 
in  any  of  the  other  years  shown.  This  is  not  due  to  an 
increase  in  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  but  from  those 
classified  under  other  diseases  and  accidents  of  partur¬ 
ition. 


Deaths  from 

Maternal 
Mortality  per 
1,000  births. 

Year. 

Births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Other  Diseases 
and  Accidents  of 
Parturition. 

1920 

20,116 

26 

63 

4.4 

1921 

18,848 

24 

44 

3.6 

1922 

1  6,394 

21 

42 

3.8 

1923 

15,342 

20 

40 

3.9 

1924 

15,546 

15 

28 

2.7 

1925 

15,241 

15 

32 

3.1 

1920 

14,535 

19 

45 

4.4 

1927 

13,856 

25 

27 

3.7 

1928 

13,742 

21 

29 

3.6 

1929 

13,125 

17 

42 

4.5 

Mean  foi 
10  years 

15,675 

20 

39 

3.7 

82 


M aternal  M ortality. 


It  is  now  the  duty  of  the  midwife  to  notify  all  deaths 
that  occur  in  her  practice  whether  as  a  midwife  or  as  a 
maternity  nurse.  This  rule  only  relates  to  the  period  in 
which  she  is  actually  in  attendance  and  consequently  if 
the  patient  is  removed  to  Hospital,  or  not  being  attended 
at  the  time  of  death  by  the  midwife,  the  death  is  not 
reported  by  her.  During  the  year  17  deaths  were  so 
reported  out  of  a  total  of  59  maternal  deaths  registered. 
The  causes  of  death  are  as  follows : — 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Septic  abortion 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ... 

Placenta  praevia 

Adherent  placenta  and  collapse 

Shock  following  delivery 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  ... 

Concealed  post  partum  haemorrhage 

Pulmonary  embolism 

Septicaemia 

Acute  nephritis 

Heart  and  dropsy 

Pneumonia 

Stroke  and  pneumonia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Five  of  the  17  deaths  were  due  to  general  causes  and 
the  remainder  were  directly  concerned  with  pregnancy. 
In  the  Annual  Reports  for  the  last  2  years  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  measures  now  being  taken  to  reduce 
the  loss  of  life  in  childbirth,  particularly  by  ante-natal 
care,  and  it  was  explained  that  midwives  under  their  rules 
have  to  pay  special  regard  to  this  matter.  They  are  also 
encouraged  to  take  their  patients  to  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  so  that  the  Medical  Officers  in  attendance  can 
examine  the  patients  and  see  if  further  medical  care  is 
required.  Under  the  scheme  approved  by  the  County 
Council,  the  patients  are,  in  the  first  instance,  referred 
to  their  own  doctor  who  is  enabled  to  obtain  further 
advice  from  an  obstetric  specialist  if  this  is  necessary, 
and  to  this  end  Consulting  Obstetricians  have  been 
appointed  in  the  three  areas  of  the  county.  Under  the 
arrangements  made  with  them  cases  are  seen  at  their 
rooms,  or,  if  requisite,  at  the  patients’  homes,  and  they 
are  authorised  to  send  such  cases  as  they  deem  desirable 
into  hospital,  as  well  as  attending  them  at  home  for  their 
confinement,  when  this  is  essential. 


TABLES. 


Table  showing  Population,  Number  of  Persons  per  Acre,  Birth  and  Death-rates,  as  well  .as  the  Death-rates 
at  all  ages  and  among  Children  under  1  year,  and  the  Death-rates  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Tuberculosis, 
Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  &c. 
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Rates  calculated  on  a  population  of  24,990,  adjusted  to  allow  for  changes  in  boundary  during  the  year, 


Deaths  occurring  during  the  year  1929,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities, 

together  with  Births  occurring  during  the  year. 
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Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare. 


L. —  Legitimate. 


t  Vacancy  for  one  Health  Visitor  1928-29 


Particulars  relating  to  the  work  during  the  year  ending  31st  December ,  1929. 


I. — Illegitimate.  ’Districts  or  parts  of  districts  worked  by  emergency  nurses 

(a)  One  H.V.  also  serves  part  of  Leek  R.I). 

(A)  Also  serves  part  of  Willenhall  U.D. 

(c)  „  „  „  Stone  R.D. 

( d )  One  H.V.  also  serves  part  of  Kingswinford  R.D.  and  one  part 

of  Wednesfield  IJ.D. 

(e)  Also  serves  part  of  Ufctoxeter  R.D. 
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2 

20 

1 

41 

118 

9 

102 

1052 

1129 

143 

1170 

1138 

96 

379 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

10 

5 

_ 

— 

28 

1 

76 

3 

51 

41 

18 

54 

20 

82 

981 

694 

89 

— 

2 

— 

Lichfield 

Quarry  Bank 

8403 

143 

2 

5 

— 

123 

1 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

134 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

17 

— 

4 

142 

16 

3 

826 

2065 

7 

968 

2081 

122 

649 

— 

— 

8 

_ . 

5 

— 

8 

_ 

33 

_ 

180 

— 

44 

46 

— 

30 

4 

— 

920 

727 

60 

11 

1 

— 

Quarry  Bank 

Rugeley  . . 

5340 

100 

4 

6 

— 

92 

2 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

89 

3 

9 

— 

1 

— 

5 

i 

3 

— 

29 

103 

3 

31 

564 

1305 

60 

667 

1308 

92 

331 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

i 

9 

1 

<> 

— 

18 

2 

00 

— 

20 

73 

— 

51 

75 

— 

503 

1210 

43 

4 

1 

— 

Rugeley 

Sedgley  . . 

.  .  20180 

342 

9 

11 

366 

3 

49 

63 

15 

93 

58 

44 

745 

779 

70 

) 

Bleak  House  Centre 

Sedgley 

24 

— 

8 

— 

3 

— 

327 

21 

53 

3 

1 

— 

17 

1 

40 

— 

135 

365 

171 

71 

1778 

5058 

206 

2143 

5229 

329 

1354 

7 

— 

5 

i 

27 

1 

24 

18 

20 

1 

50 

1 

425  \ 

46 

69 

62 

8 

047 

007 

49 

1  12 

3 

— 

Lower  Gornal  Centre 

Short  Heath 

..  5019 

89 

1 

2 

— 

80 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

70 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

35 

m 

— 

55 

1512 

1501 

90 

1623 

1561 

88 

273 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75 

1 

25 

43 

2 

33 

21 

10 

430 

407 

48 

— 

i  ;»> 

— 

Short  Heath 

Tamworth 

7883 

121 

5 

4 

— 

92 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

84 

1 

9 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

93 

2 

9 

379 

745 

17 

472 

747 

102 

348 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

34 

— 

225 

1 

122 

112 

4 

129 

30 

4 

-740 

763 

50 

0 

1 

_ 

Tamworth 

Uttoxeter 

5395 

88 

9 

4 

1 

78 

7 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

74 

8 

6 

1 

— 

— 

11 

2 

15 

— 

— 

97 

15 

— 

953 

1223 

— 

1050 

1238 

73 

317 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

- 

21 

— 

9 

— 

21 

— 

79 

5 

42 

84 

20 

37 

12 

24 

412 

1300 

97 

1 

— 

2 

Uttoxeter 

Wednesfield 

9137 

189 

5 

10 

— 

163 

1 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

131 

I 

40 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

— 

82 

191 

8 

109 

1293 

2423 

191 

1484 

2431 

146 

518 

4 

— 

— 

— 

6 

16 

— 

5 

— 

15 

1 

90 

2 

39 

40 

6 

89 

16 

50 

1103 

763 

48 

2 

1 

— 

Wednesfield 

Willenhall 

22020 

■139 

13 

13 

2 

373 

5 

4 

— 

7 

— 

2 

— 

232 

3 

154 

2 

— 

— . 

34 

3 

54 

1 

146 

421 

71 

240 

3634 

6689 

392 

4056 

6760 

367 

1340 

8 

_ 

_ 

24 

_ 

32 

_ 

25 

79 

__ 

307  I 

5 

90 

79 

16 

175 

73 

95 

1578 

068 

93 

i 

Willenhall  Centre 

Willenhall 

RURAL. 

32 

6 

{ 

— 

64 

51 

87 

23 

— 

1128 

636 

4S 

(  144 

3 

— 

Portobello  Centre 

RURAL,. 

Blore  Heath 

..  3074 

1 

— 

38 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

31 

1 

8 

2 

— 

— 

5 

— 

10 

1 

20 

34 

33 

87 

149 

640 

107 

183 

673 

22 

149 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

13 

3 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blore  Heath 

Cheadle  . . 

•  26670 

444 

16 

29 

— 

413 

12 

7 

1 

11 

- 

11 

399 

13 

43 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

30 

- 

169 

406 

14 

419 

3569 

7568 

988 

3975 

7582 

389 

1422 

6 

1 

— 

_ 

10 

— 

23 

1 

11 

_ 

33 

205  { 

— 

58 

12 

71 

9 

3 

30 

17 

3 

10 

4 

491 

25 

1092 

20 

49 

5 

)  4 

1 

8 

Cheadle  Ceutre 

Cheddleton  Centre 

(Centre  opened  22/11/29.) 

Cheadle 

Gnosall 

•  4588 

66 

10 

3 

— 

61 

9 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

52 

6 

12 

4 

— 

— 

5 

- 

8 

— 

37 

61 

11 

215 

587 

1262 

252 

648 

1273 

55 

217 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

9 

— 

3 

— 

16 

— 

51 

— 

12 

14 

— 

13 

10 

— 

24 

19 

7 

2 

— 

3 

Gnosall  Centre 

(Centre  opened  8  1 1/29.) 

Gnosall 

Kingswinford  . . 

.  22650 

388 

12 

16 

— 

358 

7 

12 

— 

7 

— 

1 

— 

283 

2 

95 

5 

— 

— 

6 

1 

11 

— 

134 

356 

33 

109 

3120 

5238 

243 

3176 

5276 

35S 

1427 

14 

1 

i 

— 

16 

— 

13 

— 

11 

— 

27 

— 

270  | 

1 

2 

1 

53 

39 

45 

93 

95 

86 

90 

150 

14 

10 

3 

1 

70 

53 

54 
73 

31 

30 

29 

10 

J8 

33 

6 

2 

785 

629 

727 

895 

721 

645 

630 

1193 

50 

49 
88 

50 

» 

3 

— 

Brockmoor  Centre 

Pensuett  Centre 

Kingswinford  Centre 

W ordsloy  Centre 

Kingswinford 

Leek 

15180 

224 

18 

11 

— 

225 

11 

— 

— 

10 

— 

3 

— 

165 

S 

73 

3 

— 

— 

14 

— 

23 

1 

67 

253 

28 

101 

2154 

4930 

168 

2407 

4938 

235 

902 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

25 

— 

9 

— 

54 

1 

204 

10 

10 

— 

10 

10 

— 

31 

27 

8 

9 

2 

— 

Warslow  Centre 

(Centre  opened  4/11/29.) 

Leek 

Mayfield.. 

3882 

/ 1 

3 

— 

— 

46 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

44 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

37 

52 

23 

81 

362 

991 

118 

414 

1014 

53 

185 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— - 

— 

3 

Mayfield 

Newcastle 

6104 

87 

3 

5 

— 

86 

1 

1 

- 

3 

— 

— 

•  67 

l 

23 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

9 

— 

36 

82 

14 

83 

675 

116S 

119 

757 

1182 

83 

338 

3 

_ 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

82 

— 

33 

19 

32 

39 

2 

63 

98 

3 

413 

405 

49 

5 

u<) 

2 

Madeley  Centre 

(Centre  opened  10/1/29'.) 

Newcastle 

( 

— 

— 

25 

8 

— 

363 

411 

48 

) 

— 

22 

47 

— 

29 

8 

— 

375 

740 

49 

( 

Cod  sail  Centre 

Seisdon  . . 

16460 

279 

7 

0  , 

— 

214 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

205 

4 

44 

— 

1 

— 

27 

— 

38 

— 

82 

256 

37 

52 

1696 

5442 

134 

1952 

5479 

224 

791 

5 

— 

— 

— 

8 

28 

— 

5 

1 

66 

— 

153  “S 

— 

22 

39 

— 

24 

9 

— 

674 

753 

51 

i  34 

3Mj 

— 

Kinver  Centre 

SEISDON 

( 

21 

31 

— 

27 

4 

— 

378 

230 

50 

) 

Upper  Penn  Centre 

Wombourne  Centre 

Stafford 

94  49 

161 

11 

9 

i 

140 

1 

5 

2 

o 

1 

2 

— 

136 

4 

19 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

16 

1 

122 

130 

19 

355 

1240 

2040 

477 

1370 

2059 

114 

393 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

13 

1 

4 

— 

30 

— 

108 

7 

19 

2 

7 

21 

7 

20 

62 

7 

3 

— 

7 

Great  Haywood  Centre 

Stafford 

18 

427 

1472 

4211 

503 

(Centre  opened  11/11/29.) 

Stone 

•  12060 

201 

11 

12  1 

122 

3 

4 

1 

3 

— 

— 

119 

4 

12 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

19 

98 

140 

329 

1332 

4193 

119 

3 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

12 

1 

2 

1 

44 

1 

121 

— 

13 

25 

— - 

13 

25 

— 

49 

85 

8 

— 

— 

7 

Eccleshall  Centre 

Stone 

Tamworth 

6217 

118 

1 

8 

2 

111 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

107 

1 

7 

1 

— 

— 

17 

— 

58 

— 

51 

115 

56 

151 

634 

2010 

202 

749 

2066 

93 

397 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

12 

— 

1 

— 

40 

1 

75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

(Centre  opened  1  11/29.) 

Tamworth 

Tutbury  . . 

•  9140 

141 

9 

10  ! 

— 

100 

4 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

96 

3 

17 

1 

— 

— 

13 

1 

6 

— 

38 

95 

21 

111 

949 

2320 

149 

1044 

2341 

94 

369 

1 

— 

- 

— 

3 

— 

17 

2 

1 

— 

24 

1 

103 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i  («) 

1 

Tutbury 

U  ttoxeter 

7918 

108 

12 

2 

1 

89 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

— 

79 

8 

16 

— 

— 

— 

17 

1 

20 

— 

69 

m 

172 

184 

920 

1823 

253 

1035 

1995 

84 

331 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

16 

1 

5 

— 

25 

— 

79 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0  * 

Uttoxeter 

Walsall  . . 

14900 

243 

6 

10 

1 

199 

2  i 

1 

_  1 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

1 75  j 

2 

27 

_ 

— 

— 

20 

— 

42 

— 

31 

274 

48 

18 

761 

1879 

49 

1035 

1927 

200 

760 

4 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

16 

— 

15 

— 

47 

— 

244  f 

1 

40 

71 

5 

40 

19 

10 

354 

589 

50 

i 

Aldridge  Centre 

Walsall 

t 

1 

43 

71 

9 

63 

30 

IS 

439 

593 

48 

j  14 

2 

— 

Pel  sail  Centre 

PARISHES. 

96 

196 

36 

107 

196 

10 

44 

0 

PARISHES. 

Blymhili.  and  Weston. 

092 

11  ' 

2 

— 

14 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

14 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

• — 

10 

11 

— 

26 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— r 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blymhill  and  Weston 

Dudley  Castle  Hill 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— 

—  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-4- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^Dudley  Castle  Hill 

306395 

5129 

224 

233 

9  ! 

4015 

L44 

73 

10  ; 

L15 

7  | 

43 

2 

4098 

140 

748 

23 

5 

289  1 

20 

549 

7 

1723 

5018 

919 

3307 

36392 

78239 

5030 

41410 

79158 

4440 

17086 

87 

5 

9 

o 

187 

7 

383 

31 

173 

3 

879 

13  j 

4210 

54 

1559 

2131 

237 

1981 

1022 

587 

20195 

22271 

1829 

348 

36 

40 

- 


.1 


